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engaged in, .interſperſed with Axzcporgs 
the different Perſons concerned, and his fin 
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Joied, to a diſpofi tion litigious in the extreme, 8 


with great impetuoſity of temper, have thrown 


this gentleman into a varlety of intereſting, and 


often unfortunate ſituations. The violence of his 
. paſſions has frequently ſeduced- him to interfere, 
Vhere neither honour hor juſtice had any claim upon 


| his affiſtance, and eventually brought him into a 
1 prodicarnent, where the forfeiture of his life was 


| rind e for uy” welfare of une! 


N . 
* > 9 
* Wa 5 
+ - 


. car } 


* 


= : bw. ' 


I 
4 f 
L i . © 14 / 
x = 1 , 
* 
- * * a * 
— ; * . 
5 * \ p 7 
* ? Wy 
« v Li . 
F x a : 8 5 * 2 . * s * Y 
- # ; t 4 28 » - ? 
* * ; F a F ' . 
- ” 4 
* Y # 3 
(i " * 
. * 
— . ad a * 
4 K x 
. 


& , * * 
” 855 FEEL 
* 2 
N 1 
y %, 3 
1 2 > 8 
1 * 


. ober —— Exp; A the eldeſt 20 
|. ofthe late — Fitzgerald, of Rockfield, about 
3 Nw miles diſtant from the town of Caſtle-bar. = 


= I 10 3 * | 

The father poſſeſſed a clear unincumbered eſtate 
ol three thouſand pounds a year: and married Lady 
Mary Harvey, ſiſter to the Earl of Briſtol, Biſhop 
2 of Derry but the ſame unhappy diſpoſitions 
* . which characterize the ſon, were in a great degree | 
BY prevalent i in the parent ; his fortune procured him 
| : —Y cf neither reſpect nor conſequence, except among 
. 5 his tenantry ; ; and by his wife's relations he was de- 
1 f 9 85 5 teſted ; for neither her birth, character, nor ex- 
| emplary life could ſcreen her from the moſt bar- 
barous uſage, which compelled her at laſt to take 
refuge in the Briſtol family; and gave him an op- 
portunity of taking home a Miſs Norris, to do the > 
| honors of his table ; and to whom moſt of the en- 

ſuing difſentions between himſelf and his ſon have 
been e attributed. 17 960g 


55 


1 . . very cry age, 1 Robert 3 
Was married to Miſs Conolly, ſiſter to the Right 


Hon "Thomas Comolly, member of Parliament for 
the county of Londonderry, and couſin-german to 
bs Grace the Duke of Leinfer; and with this 


yt he received a forrune of cogent. * 


£4} 


Soon after the celebration of their nuptials; the 7 
young couple went abroad, and for ſome time 
they remained on the continent, where Mrs. 


Fitzgerald died, leaving an only gens who. „ 
is fill * Ef 3 


- Without attempting to wel this narrative vi — ' 
Mr. Fitzgerald's exploits and adventures upon the 4 
continent, it may not be improper to mention the - 3 
firſt Fracas by which he became popular in Eng- | 
land; and this was in conſequence of his very un- „ 
gentleman-like treatment of the Rev. Mr. 1 3 
Bate, in the buſineſs of the Vauxhall affray ; an ;m 4 1 
affair which then made a conſiderable noiſe in the 1 | 
world; and an impartial recapitulation of which | 
Ren here by no means improper; 


Mrs, Hartley, the Jar Dies a. e at 
Vauxhall, in company with others, among whom * 
were the Rev. Mr. Bate and Mr. Coleman, "was put 3 3 ; 4 

out of countenance, by what ſhe deemed the im- 
- pudent looks of four or five. gentlemen,” who | 


purpoſely placed themſelves P00" oppoſite, bad 
TB 3. 2 


| @ SR 
r, 1 ich ation her to appeal to Mr: FIR + 
©. the occaſion, who, obſerving as ſhe did, aroſe and 
25S. | ſeated himſelf between her and theſe rude-looking 
2 F gentlemen, who taking offence at this, got up one 
By by one, and reconnoitered him with all poſſible 
5 1 | © contempt, telling him, the ſaid Mr. Bate,. that he 
1 looked like A, ſtout, tite· made fellow, and capable, 
| no doubt, of bruiſing; to which Mr. Bate replied, 
b.'-, "they were four. impertinent puppies, and could not 
1 be ehr, * their hebaviour: to . eh 
| &c. ; 
This ts © on a general 6-0 as was 
1 divided into three a&s, till at laſt a gentleman, one 
Captain Crofts, addreſſed bimſelf to Mr. Bale, and 
aſked him whether he meant any thing againſt him? 
who was : anſwered, No: however, Captain Oufis 
perhaps imprudently, made himſelf a principal 
with the reſt, and after much ill language had 
paſſed, brought upon himſelf an expreſſion of | 
anger from Mr. Bale, that he would wring him by 
* addreſſes were then given; very ſcurrilous OE 
To 8 guage was received by Mr. Bate afterwards i in 
1 che Gatelens, 2 challenge was ent to him the 
44 rind wt {appoints made in the 


„„ ng atter- 


1 . 
afternoon at * Turk's Head Coffee-Houſe, Strand E 

where Mr. Bate with a friend, Mr. Dawes, waited 1 

with punctuality for near an hour, when Captain 
Crofts, in company with the Hon. Mr. Lyiileton, © 2 | 

came in: a ſhort recapitulation began between ks. 

Mr. Bates and Captain, Crofis, who were interrupted ; 
by Mr. Lyttleton, as ſecond to the latter, deſi ring 

that a criſis ſhould be made without words ; L that 

Mr. Bate ſhould aſk the Captain 8 pardon in the 

papers, or name. his weapon and 8⁰ with bim! in 

half an hour. | 585 9 £74. ces 

15 a Mr. Bate, in a very — — and eſis way, % 

refuſed begging pardon, where no offence was 

given; but after expatiating on the i impropriety of + 

his deciding the difference, as a clergyman, in a "2 

_ manner, waved a remembrance of bis 

profeſſion i in defence of his honour, and agreed 0 

dn with Captain Crofts, to ſuch Place a as ſhould 

be appointed by the ſeconds, Mr. Dawes for Mr, 

Bate, and Mr. Lyttleton for the Captain; ; who, after 

= exerting every thing i in their power to prevent any - 
" conſequences, reduced the cauſ e or quarrel and 


Ku C. T2 a 


defence to writing, the better to underſtand what | 


ground oy were to ſtand oper as friends to the. :-. 
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een Mr. Baie being the whats time as 
impatient for deciſion as any man living, who had 


and Mr. Dawes were going out to chuſe their piſtols, 

Mr. Fitzgerald broke in with apparent anger, and 
demanded ſatis faction of Mr. Bate, for his friend 
Captain Miles; but Mr. Littleton and Mr. Bate 
remonſtrated with him on the great inconſiſtency of 
giving that ſatisfaction, when Mr. Bate and Captain 
N were then going out; yet he infiſted on his 
| friend's having fatisfaction firſt ; to which Capt. 


0D. replied, in a way that did him honour, that 


he was highly offended at the mode of Mr. Fitz- 


3 coo s calling on Mr. Bate, after they had agreed 


to go out on one and the ſame quarrel, and ſaid that 
he never underſtood that one man was bound to 
| fight a whole company, where the ſuppoſed offence 


was given in groſs, and not in particular. 3 
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concei ved himſelf injured ; L but juſt as Mr. Lyttleton | | 


Mr. Fi Fitzgerald] however continued his anger, ſay- 
5 ing his friend could not wait,and he was determined . 
| : 5 Mr. Bate ſhould not go out with Captain Crofts til . 

of his affair was ſettled. From this circumſtance, : 
br. "ms and Mr. Dawes then ng, from 


- 


the particulars chey had heard on both ade, 5 py 


N , 5 * ‚ ge” 4 85 3 : 
to introduce his friend, who he alledged was injured.  Z 
He anſwered, that it would be. better without, ; 


come to blows without ceremony. Mr. _ Bate 


him, he would beat him in every public place „ 


of boxing, he never choſe to decide any differences 3 


r 


. 


trifling acknowledgement that each was wro . 
would be beſt, recommended it to che parties, ha, 
with ſome difficulty n, and were made 


friends. 


Thus ended all matters lative- to Captain | 
O. - and with reſpect to Mr. Fitzgerald, he 


declared, that had Captain. Crofts, Mr. Bate, and | 
their ſeconds, Mr. Dawes and Mr. Lyitleton, gone : 
out, he would have prevented a duel, by. putting 5 
the former under an arreſt. The former matter 7 


being thus ſettled, Mr. Bate defired Mr. Fitzgerald 1 


for that he was a hot- headed man, and might 


however, inſiſted on ſeeing him, b that) he 
could not receive any violence from him, being 
conſcious he had never offended him. On being 
introduced, he ſaid, unleſs Mr. Bate: would box 85 3 1 


8 
n 


met him. Mr. Bate then ſaid, if he did, he = 7 # 
would defend himſelf; for though he was capable = 
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May, but wk thoſe om whom he could 
Aye no other ſatisfaction; ſtill, as Captain Miles 
wiumphed in this/ refuſal, Mr. Bate, with very 
great \reluQance, conſented” to meet him on his 
. on terms, and accordingly a long room Vas 
fixed on, and Mr. "Dawes. and Mr. Fitzgerald were 
to ſecond the bruiſers,” who immediately prepared 
chem ſelves for battle, in the preſence of Mr. Lytileton, 
Mir. Fitzgerald, and another. Atfirſt, the advantage 
againſt Mr. Bate, but a fair ſet-to for about 
tes, convinced the company (but par- 


8. 
£ 3 
twent 
— . * 


inferior in fize; was victorious, who never received 
one blow that he felt. Captain Mites, was ſent 
home in 4 coach, with his face à perfect jelly, and 

NIE. Bals was invited te dine with the Hon." Mr! 


Littleton on the morrow, as a proof of the applauſe 
be highly merited· A greater inſtance of true 
courage never appeared in man; more than in Mr: 
Bote, who according to the proverb— e 
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is Eviam Guos contra fatuit equas placatoſju Annie. ; 
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| enforced the applauſe "of # his adverſaries. N 
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| buſineſs ; and it 


C92 i 


MI. ' Filzgerald and his friend: having received. | 
aher ſatisfaction, and quitted the field of battle, 


Mr. Bute and his friend Mr, ' Damen began to 
collect together ſome circutnſtances; - which led 
them to ſuſpect that Captain Miles was an hired 


bruiſer — his moſh. araazingly. confuſed | addreſs, 


his aukward actions, all conſp 
opinion that he was x made. up gentleman for the 


for the preſervation of his dear maſter; aud ta fight 


his battles; | and had Mr. B followed the 
dictates of reſentment againſt the inen ha had ſo 


the manner in which his friends treated him, and. 
to conſirm a 


it oventually appeared, that the 
vanquiſhed: Captain: Miles was no other ham 
Fiizgerdld's'own footman, ha conftatuly:anendedh : 


grofslyinfulted him; ſofriendlya nonduct would have | 


probably. prevented Fitzgerald fn making > more - 


of a common extcutioner. 
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A ſecond enge 3 Me. A 9 5 
at his chambers, at Clifford's-Inn, by four armed + 
ruffina attended by wo. ethers;: who. V ent 50 his 
eee, Ao pi 
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general atonement for his enormities at chain 


429 N 2110) 711 95 2 


kal, e perſon. preny generally 
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3 ( 10 ) 
3 


: "1 0 while Fitzgerald, under a feigned voice, 
and other ſpecious pretences, endeavoured to 
Ly Allure him from bed ;—happily the villanous ſcheme 


was fruſtrated by Mr. B-— 8 ſpirit and prudence.” 


* 
x 
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This tranſuction gave birth-to a variety of ſmart 


_ controverſial papers; but ended in proving that 
Mr. Fitagerald, could neither torite nor fight, but by 
proxy ; for as on the latter occaſion, he employed 
Kis ſootman, ſo in the other buſineſs, his literary 
fubſtitute was Mr. Brecknock, a gentleman of the 
WS and Jafterwards chief agent in moſt of his 


3 ridicule now ſouniverſally purſued 
Mx. Filzgerald,' that he was on the point of retiring 
to che Continent, together with the companions of 


Eis rte diſcomfiture, when his unlucky propenſity 


to litigious diſputes, involved him in another 
quarrel, not much more favorable to his reputation 
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2 Athong the gentlemen of the turf, Thomas Walker, 


-—— 


635 le. : 424 


en 


eſpecially by the more familiar title of Daiſey Dick 


—an attachment to the ſport had compelled him 
to quit his native country before he came of age; 
and by the advice of his guardians, he repaired to 
France, to avoid the horrors of impending con- 
finement, and endeavour to retrieve his ſhattered 
circumſtances, ' Indeed it was become neceſſary. 


for him to retire, when he had even brought all 
the yer non to & total n 04H. Te 


8 \ ' ö : : 12 18 1 


W other obligations which ki lf un- 


diſcharged on quitting the kingdom, was a note 


for 310082.” that during his abſence had been fold 
to Mr. Fitzgerald for leſs than the tenth part of 
its value: Walker's s friends, pitying his ſituation; 
had come to an accommodation which gave him 


_ the opportunity of returning to England after a 


few months abſence ; and he had not been many 
days in town, before Fitzgerald made a demand 
upon him for the full money. This demand 
Walker was totally unable to comply with; bu 
being ſtill under the direction of guardianſhip, 
his friends v | 


de ' propoſals to Fg, for ex. 
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$4 ns te F - 
r $0 
n As 5? = I 


612 


* 


 affetdd:” this was acceded- to, the note cancelled x 
and. it was underſtood by all parties, that the 


obligation entirely ceaſed, even in the whimſical 


bein f Mr. Fitage. 
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+, Gome: time d. during which. Walker a 
| a met each other with the uſual inter- 
changes of civility; at length the, fluctuating ſtate 
of Fitzgerald u finances; prompted hind o make a 
demand of the balance of the note which had been 


already cancel. 


"_ 1 AEN 5 


"hn 


7 7 » 
(EFT IEV AL 7 2 2 


1 7 0 


78 
71 
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He took. ee om the. 8 
k - Guild ford, attended by a friend and a ſer⸗ 
- 10 d deſire Malter to ride, with 


mall. diſtance from the camp 
3 formal demand of the 2. 500. 


him ſome 


* w 444 4 3-v * 


ay „ben he made 
Maler contended 


chat he goyld neither in juſtice nor honor have any 


very. foreign o the 


ſuch claim upon bim: but theſe, were arguments 
ittle hero's mode of reaſoning, 
and he began to falk Joudly, of hig geſentment; yet 


35: the appearance. of Mr. . Fitzgerald has never 
calculated to create fear, Waller probably held his 
— Shopats; in dirt gflimation; [While ah rage of his 


er | 2 
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Joughty 
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1 
* antagoniſt being fully excited; he. adde 


turned round - his horſe, ſtruck Wallern a blow 


acroſs the mouth with his : whip, and before the 


other could turn round, mode oi wich his come 
panions towards the benen — : whom: Sa 


. inviſible. „ 3s 3g Fae WW 
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Walker preſently. ſtan ſet off for. London, 


and waited, Fitzgerald's return to town: on the 
morning of whoſe arrival, Captain Grywmy(a friend 
of Walker's) delivered him a challenge, which the 
little Yylalt accepted, and fixed. a the 


5 ere ene ir pne˖ũjNsud Þ 


4 7 a1 6 


ae 8 would Sankey "md nuns for as 

infuleoffered-by the blow he had given Malter. 
nor the latter agree to any terms reſpecting the 
note, the ſeconds adjuſted the ceremonials of the 
duel: Walker as having received the offence, bein 
permitted to diſcharge the firſt piſtol, which he 
Aid without effect: Mr. Fitzgerald, from being 


3 profeſſed maſter uf duelling, as he boaſts himſelf, | 
1 „ perſon wet 


wet i $5 oy - 
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1 Laue. Indeed, ſo complete nope the 
piſtol is Mr. Fitzgerald, that he boaſts himſelf of 
being able, from trials ſucceſſively repeated 
+, twenty. times,one after the other, to hit at the diſtance 


ö Ia 5 of twelve feet, any part of the human body, to the | 
14 Ig 5 \ twelfth part of an inch /—Thus: ingeniouſſy did he 


- paſs his private n. j aluays hard at me.” 
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Of what benefit"is theoretic tee fays 
"ME: Fitzgerald, ifitisnot to be carried ĩ into practice 

at che only time it can be of eſſential ſervice to 
us ?=—Accuſtomed to ſtudy arms, not ſuperficially, 
. « but ſcientifically—the moment a piſtol is levelled 
e at me,—the inſtant it is fired, I make as out- 
teich an einge as poſſible, and by thus throwing 


t myſelf into a ſidetvay poſition, not only preſent as 
little ſurface of body as can be, but alſo loſe ſixteen 


Al inches of my natural height.” Beſides, by throwing | 


+ « myſelf into this attitude, and by keeping my eye 


ina direct level with the muzale of my adverſary's 


t piſtol, I am enabled to cover both my head and 


"I e heart from his fire; for the bullet muſt firſt have 


netrated the palm of my hand, Before it can have 
5 — e nb and it muſt have 
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r perforated the whole onltenind length of my 
right arm, which is almoſt impoſſible, before it 


can have made its paſſage to my heart. This 1 Is: 

« properly underſtanding the /cience of arms as a 
* Scrtnce; and even when a man ſhall have 1 
cc advanced thus far, there are a thouſand other fair . 
« advantages an ADEPT had over a novice, which 


* no mercenary artiſt either will or can teach, and 
« which are only to be acquired by intenſe ſtudy and 
private practice, and which; like a maſked battery, 
80 ſhould never be made known to our adverſary, 
* but by its . unexpected effect. 


The duel between theſe gentlemen 2 by 
Mr. Walker receiving a ball on the bone of his right c 


arm, about two inches below the ſhoulder; the 


quantity of powder which produced it, not being 
ſufficient to carry it further. This, it muſt be 


obſerved was in reality Mr. Fitzgerald's ſecond fire; 


for on the firſt attempt, having deliberately taken 
aim, the piſtol only Aaſhed'; - tho'- this would on 


many occaſions, have been conſidered as a real 
ſhot.” Mr. Walker having now loſt the uſe of his 
arm, and his ſurgeon: being appr 
Wound, it was agreed to adjourn. Mr. Fitzgerald 


poficivaly Ex. 


enſive of the 
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; * lfdvety. aſſerted, that his antagoniſt bun piped, 
b, | i order to e from inks 
* The, git 1 ee controverſy, by. which 
"Me. Fitzgerald, (or rather his champion Mr. 
recknock) ſeemed: at all times greatly influenced, 
was here again diſplayed in appeals and replies; and 
ended in an application to the Jockey Club, to 
determine this affair & bonr which, the re/pec- 
, Wbilityofthe appellants, rendered „indeed, a nice 
point 3 though nen eee rather 
in favor of Mr. Malter. 1 
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The reputation of a man, whoſe. FER was 
| 2 995 founded upon having fought eleven duels, and who 
dad lost the roof of to ſkull, by, a piſtol, wguld 
= have been ſufficient to have deterred. moſt men 
j q 3 from 1 incurring, * — but Mr 8 cawen, 
2 gentleman of the Jockey Club, having unfor- 
2:8 zunazely end a himſelf i ies to Fitzgerald, 

1 ing his appeal, and giving a 
n mn Galan. rs. the, next 
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© 3 
ro decide their differences, it was Yo to give” 
mutual ſatisfaction on the Continent. by if Oe 


The more immediate cauſe of the duel, was, 
5 indeed, owing to a pow which Mr. Scawen gave 
Mr. Fitzgerald, in conſequence of being. accuſed. 
with partiality in his deciſion, as a member of the- 
jockey club.—Of the termination of this conteſt, | 
the- following is. the moſt impartial account we 
have been able to collec. Tor IS. 


= 


On | Wedneſday, September I |, Mr. Sauer ond 5 Ws 
Mr. Fitzgerald, with their ſeconds and ſurgeons, 2 & 
- met at Liſle, according to the appointment of Mr. 1 Y 
Fitzgerald. All matters relating to the duel being 
adjuſted, they arrived at their ground in the Auſtrian 
: dominions, between Liſle- and Tournay, about a 
quarter after ſeven in the evening. The ſeconds 
| having! meaſured the diſtance, which, by mutual 
| agreement, was ten Jury each gentleman tobe 
; his poſt, Mr. 'Seawen, in going to his ground, 8 
aſkeed Mr. Fitzgerald if he choſe to fire fifſt, we v1 
replied, it was a matter of indifference to him, but | 
(ering his I r he: * take the firſt 
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mot, to which Mr. Stawen readily aſſented. M 10 
"Fitzgerald then preſented his piſtol, and fired; the 
ſhot ſeemed to paſs very near Mr. Scawen. After 
Mr. Fitzgerald had fired his firſt piſtol, he took 
jd 5 £5 hold of the other, and ſtood with it in the attitude 
5 of preſenting, to receive Mr. Scawen's fire. Mr. 
Seawen then preſented” his piſtol, - but before he 
could pull the trigger, was ſurpriſed at the report 
of Mr. Fitzgerald's ſecond piſtol. On this Mr. 
| Scawen immediately recavered his, telling Mr. 
Fitzgerald at the ſame time, that as both his piſtols 
were "diſcharged, he could not think of firing at 
5 him, and inſtantly diſcharged his in the air. Mr. 
8 Futon replied, ] aſſure you I did not mean it, 
my piſtol went off by accident; but I'll load again.” 
The ſeconds and ſurgeons here interpoſed, in order 
E to accommodate the affair; and Mr. Scawen coming 
C * 5 up, addreſſed himſelf to Mr. Fitzgerald, and ſaid, 
| q 2 he hoped his behaviour had now ſufficiently con- 
. vinced him he was not deficient in point of courage; 
1 and as a further reparation for the blow he had 
given,” he was not aſhamed to preſent him with a 
cane (which at that inſtant, he took from the French 
out!) * 3 to uſe it as he thought _ | 
. : £7 LE 
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proper. Mr. Fitzgerald, Alder raiſing the cane 
(which did not appear to have touched Mr. 1 
Scawwen) politely returned it, ſaying, * I retract all 
the aſperſions- I ever caſt upon your honor, am 
now convinced you never deſerved them, and wiſh 
there may be no retroſpect of paſt tranſactions.” 
A reconciliation being thus happily effected, the 
parties returned on their way to Liſle, where Mr. 
Fitzgerald likewiſe made a handſome apology for 
having fired his ſecond piſtol, declaring it was 
accidental. The whole company aſterwards paſſed 
| the evening together, and ſeparated Us nex 
n perfectly ified. 
| Sande time after this, Mr. e retu W Fo 
to his native country, when, it is ſaid, his father 
refuſed to make payment of any of the arrears, 
due to him in conſequence of the deed of ſertlement 
on his marriage, by which he ſtood engaged to 
pay him one thouſand pounds a year: the old 
: gentleman alſo inſiſted upon George, Robert making 
a diviſion of the eſtate with his younger brother 
LP Charles, or granting a confirmation f; che; leaſes 
| | Which. mo; been made to the latter, on terms 
1. -; | || Ba _ ns 


<6) 


© hight „ to himſelf, but greatly pre. 
Judicial to the eſtate. George Robert had therefore 


no other remedy than to 80 to the law 8 * his 
country. ] 
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10 the law, bebe he made is . and 
| "fed out a .cuſtodium, which "empowered him to * 
receive a proportional part of the rents of his 
father's eſtate; until his demands were ſatisfied. 
With his endeavouring to put the law in force, 


commenced his misfortunes: he found his father 
5 prepared for him, and determined to repel force 


by force; and this he was the more eaſily able to 
do, as he had a powerful tenantry, amongſt whom 
was che unfortunate Mr. M*Donnel, lately murdered; 
£ nor had George Robert, to back him, at that-titne, 
à force ſufficient to do himſelf juſtice in a legal 


whe, ts. r 
* ow» 7 1 fs f % * Fa 5 1 4 1 
* g : . 5 : # 4 24 
955 1 3 bs " # 1 "= 4 4 3 17 4 % R F 


f 


15 dileppoinrinents hy difficulties daily in- 
cre: ed. Amongſt other illegal acts committed 


4 5 | by his father; during his abſence,” one was, the 
. 3 | leafing out: the lands to his favorites at an under 
1 value, in order, as * as fab, to leſſen 
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£ 21 * 
the income of the ine in futupes a There was. 
one, it is ſaid, in particular, madè to Charles Fils 


— 


and ſx-pence an acre, which was worth, to 4 
farmer, for grazing, ſixteen ſhillings an aere; and, 
not content with this ſhameful bargain, he alſo 
leaſed out the Deer Park, to this favorite ſon, at 


the ſame price. 
| 4 | = 


Ikheſe tranſactions, which militated ſo, much 

againſt his intereſts and fortune, and perpetrated 
too by his father, directly in the teeth of the maſt 
ſolemn deeds and covenants, muſt doubtleſs have 
excited in Mr. Fitzgerald's breaſt, the moſt violent 
ſtruggle between the principle of ſelf-preſervation 
and filial affection ; which laſt, however, even in 


3 
5 by , 
1 


the moſt trying ſcenes, he did not e as the | 


following anecdote fully evinces. 


- a 
: 
4294 


53 Mr. Fitzgerald, alin, had wen arreſted for- a 
debt of eight bouſand pounds, which the ſon was no. 


- way obliged, nor was the eſtate liable to pay; FRG 
1 notwithſtanding the extraordinary ill uſage he had 
1 received from his father, Mr., Filagerali 4 elend 


— 
0 | 
. 1 


6229 

1 him from the ſpunging-houſe, by taking the dds 
. I oF on himſelf; and thereby gave him that liberty, 
which he otherwiſe could never have obtained ; for 
his eſtate being at that time under cuſtodium, and 


7 being, moreover, torn in pieces by the factions 


which he himſelf had created, he was totally in- 
capable of paying the debt himſelf. 


It is well known, that where there are different 
claimants for rent, the tenants, will always take 
advantage of this circumſtance, - and pay neither; 
under pretence, that if they ſhould pay, they may 
do it to their own prejudice; conſequently Filæ- 
gerald, ſenior, muſt have remained in pri iſon 
Gate the remainder of his life. 


; 


% 2 


n 3 OE thing, in Ireland, 
for the owners of large eſtates, to linger out their 
latter days in this ignominious manner: having 
lived beyond their income, and thereby contracted 
"debts, they go to gaol to practiſe œconomy. In 
this ſchool they are firſt taught to ſet their creditors 
at defiance; and, what with the extravagance of 
5 "the 0 without , and the n neceſſities 
ES, Foo Es IT, 


G9 
of thoſe within, no favings can be made for the | 
unfortunate plaintiffs: thus the heir comes into a 
clear eſtate, on which he contentedly ſits down, : 
without ever paying for the cloaths that hid his 
nakedneſs, his education, or the bread that fed him. 
This ſhews a wonderfiil depravity of morals, and 
the force of had example. : 


Whatever might be the general conduct of 
George Robert, this act of generoſity to his principal 
and avowed enemy, and to his father's creditors, 
will certainly preponderate in his favor. Few 
people, ſituated as he was, but would have taken 
advantage of this accident, and TOY have turned 
the tables on his profeſſed enemies. 5 | 
4 Had old Fitzgerald td one ſpark of honor, | *| 
or of gratitude, excluſive of the feelings of a father, 5 I 
all further violence muſt, aſter this tranſaction, . LY A 
have ſubſided; but neither the ſceds of honor or of | 
| gratitiitle, nor thoſe of parental affection, were ver 
diſcovered to have been ſown in his frame or, T 
if they were, the ſoil muſt have been ern 

3 or te er in the bas. NR 
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To — idea of old Fitzgerdld' 8 chatattes may be 
1 en from the follow ing anecdote, which is re- 
n with an act = Oy | 


* 


Mr. ikea f Lal felled. t to 4 very re- 
e he was frequently diſcovered - by the 
5 Z 5 - ſervants on his bare knees, with his wig and cloaths 
8 off, at his private prayers. One of the girls took 
the liberty to expoſtulate with him, being afraid, 
me ſaid, he would expoſe himſelf too much to the 
cold: his anſwer was, I feel no cold, child 

« amwreſiling with:God, to unite my ſons i in affe jon : 
he loaf (meaning the eſtate) is ſufficiently 
n ample for both, if divided between them.” The 
gitl, archly enough, replid, „Ah! dear Sir, if 
« that is all you are praying for, put on your wWig 
e and your cloaths, and take your breakfaſt; for the 
& prayers of the whole world would not Prevail on 
my young maſter to give up 15 dee or 
* 1 to maſter c . rs 
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LE father, the latter employed in fermenting greater 
Alcord between the two brothers than had 28 8 | 
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appeared ; infornuch that George Robert was olliged/* 
again to have recourſe to the law, for an en- 
largement of his powers. He made an application 
to the Lord Chancellor, ſetting forth the demand 
he had on his father, which then, including the 
| 8000l. above-mentioned, amounted to upwards of 
/wenty thouſand pounds—and the, obſtacles he had | 
met with, in receiving the rents. 2 


1 
N 


| Upon this application, * Load Chancellor was "2 
plaſed to make an order for his taking poſſeſſion , *} 
of the whole eſtate. This happened in the year - | A 

: eee aber three years before the bret kn = - 


Das 4 as to the Lond Chancellor's —_ had 
Fitagendid attempted to take poſſeſſion of an. eſtate 
with an order fromthe bailiff of the next manor; it 
e have been ee N hedin 2 
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. becomes eben here to accu back to 2 


lenſion in 9 of Maran it ——— 
to. render. Mr. Filzgerald a very popular, OT. =, 
not a. Yay 2 8 character. Be. _——_ 4 
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Fi His father Gas induced to ſtand candiflate- for 


[4 £ "the county at the general election in 1775 — 


t. 1 8 after a wa mated conteſt, 
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5 1 this ah ſtren ah of parties was N 
inveſtigated ; and George Robert conceived the 
” +0 hope of turning the ſeale in favor of 
- himſelf, whenever he ſhould. be in poſſeſſion of the 


eſtate; and therefore was determined to begin his 
operations in time. At the lent aſſizes, in 1778, he 
projected a public entry into Caſtlebar, for the 


„ of declaring himſelf a candidate at the 7 


WL next vacancy ; and the exhibition, it is ſaid, would 
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not have diſgraced the entry of an imperial am- 
baſſador into the city of London. Every houſe in 
the town, that could be obtained, and that was 
beſt adapted for the purpoſe,” was procured, the 
better to enable this political phoenix to entertain 


not only the country, but the world in general, 


who choſe to Partake of his extravagance; And 
Vell knowing that the innkeepers muſt ſuffer con- 
* by: his. e A 4 as he AUK 
* ee is 


drawing the whole "— into Aer own vortex” 
—=#6" remove every apprehenſion of this ſort, be 
compounded with them for all their IT loſſes, 


in the lump. | Tony rea; 


The ſplendour + exhibited in this village, and 
which laſted three days, was ſcarcely ever exceeded 
in the capital the capital might, in ſome degree, 
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be conſidered as having emptied itſelf into the 4 
village. A ſtring of cars, from the city of Dublin, 4 
of an amazing length, preceded | the company 
ſeveral days, loaded with every article the mietropolis 
could furniſh, neceſſary for the occaſion:—tothem > 
' ſucceeded, in proper order, cooks, and confectioners 
of different nations, ſexes, and colours —ſemp- 
ſtreſſes—taylors—mantua-makers——miilliners- rs--per= . 
farners—hair-drefſers—muſicians—fire-workers== | 
: mn five times the number 
or.” | Nag Bf '0 n 5122 8 _ 519 
18 Ll CC Qi MY, 9 
On the commiſſion day, — che ie 
Mr. Fitzgerald appeared like an Eaſtern Nabob: 
and what was ſtill more pleaſing to the towns-people | F | 
and gamblers, he was really OY wich n 8 
ee 1 


religion of the country, w 


" 


ed in a diſagreeable light; 3 and che High 
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29 5 
firmly attached to his intereſt, and hip attention 
to which was only called off by his. unfortunate « 


family e, l = (5 4 


Nurmberleſ, enn were the diſputes in 


which heinvolved himſelf with his father's tenaritry; 


and the gentlemen of the country. In che ſpring 


N of 1780, he was tried for ſhooting at the Hen; 


r. Brown, to whom he had gone to deliver 


3 Had there not been a miſtake in the 


manner of indicting him, which was for a capital 8 


offence, ſuppoſed to come within the purview! of 
prevented from committing. the outrages which 


have fince diſgraced that country. The court and 


15 hor en i eee, ſeyere for ſa 
within che mowing oft at, he » Was = cefl 
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"hs pr: difficulties. The firſt Ms: 0 gel 
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; 0 in which he Eutbbedkech by taking an 
ortunity, while his father was abſent at Turlough, 


0 reſidence ſome diſtance from Rockfield) to make 


à forcible entry, aſſiſted by a troop of his armed 
; dependents, and diſlodge the ſervants who were 


f. leſt in care of the houſe. Before his poſſeſſion could 


be ſecuredꝭ a number of ſevere conteſts enſued 
between the father“ party and his own'; "always 
dangerous in their On to one of the Parties 

and often fatal to both. H Bart ell 
e e 45 Vf. 4 ongerr orgy 
hopes to put a termination to this unlucky 
buſineſs; the father, after various .other- meaſur 
ad failed, indicted his ſon for having headed a 


notous mob; one of whom had, by his inſtigation, 


? 7 s the father alledged, attempted to take away his 


ien by firing a loaded muſket at him. The guilt 


of the: ſon in that tranſaction, not having, however, 


been ſufficiently proved, he was acquitted; but not 
before the father had publicly declared in court, 
chat he was i in the utmoſt dread of his life from 
his ſaid ſon, and requeſted the ee, u of the court | 
| gin hi, | Fat n * i = 9 8112 
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( 3") | on 
George Robert not being able to procure Wafer f 
bail, after many fruitleſs applications to ſeveral . 
gentlemen preſent, made his eſcape out of court 2 
without having given any. But on the very next 4 
day, the old gentleman was attacked on the public 
high road, by his ſon, attended by a party of armed 
men, and forcibly carried to the ſon's houſe, where 
5 | en a ne time a cloſe priſoners I 


. 


h {ts 

" Juſtice for fume: time | Nept wd horrible 12 5 
tranſaction the moſt pitiable rel. taonſtances had 
been frequently made to Government upon it, by | 
the other ſon; robbed of his parent, and robbed, in 
conſequence, nt all means of extricating him 
from his confinement, and of ſupporting himſelf : 
as a laſt reſource, he indicted his ſaid elder brother; | 


for the illegal impriſonment of their ket at the | 
afſizes of Mayo. 1 


1 gerald was | immediately nba in ithe 
court, whither he had gone to attend in the capa- 
| city £ of Grand Juror; and though the Sheriff did 
not venture to ſeize him, yet his brother Charles 
lodged examinations againſt him, and arreſted him 


| in the jury room, Ges __ The 
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. 192 be Grand Jury W and without, the | 
| leaſt heſitation, found 'the bill, and to manifeſt to 


the world their honeſt indignation on the occaſion, 


der alſo publicly addreſſed the Judge in court, de- 


* their abhorrence of the charge laid againſt 


© thefaid eldeſt ſon, «requeſting his Lordſhip would 


ect them how they ſhould further proceed, in 


onder to acquit themiſelves with honor of the duty, 


which, o on d-dhat occaſion ny ONO to dtheir r 8 

be Judge e ated with the - dignity and uprightneſs 
. became his ſtation, refuſed with juſt con- 
 yempt all efforts for putting off the affair to the N 
next aſſizes, and during a trial which laſted from 
nine o clock in the morning, till near twelve at 
night, diſplayed throught the whole an accurate 
knowledge of the law, united with the fineſt feelings . 
of a man, and the moſt ſhining abilities. The | 
Priſoner was found guilty—fined roool. to be im- 


priſoned for * An and until he would pay | 
- the fins.” 
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The idea of any kind of reſtraint Was perſiltly © 
ungrateful to the mind of Mr. F itzgerald—but. 
the confinement of a priſon was attended with every 
mortification to one of his free: ſentiments the 
procurement of his liberty therefore engroſſed Kin 
chief part of his attention, though he was not neg- 


ligent of the future means of preſerving his free= 
dom and in the accompliſhment of this . 


Fo une favored him n his ane 

A FR veſſel of ſome force was driven by di dif: 
reſs into a ſeaport, a few miles form Caftlebar, where 
ſhe was afterwards obliged to unload her cargo, and 
undergo a great deal of | repairs; the expences of 
which were far beyond the owner's abilities to pay: 


eſpecially as part of the cargo had been ſpoiled j— 


the unfortunate captain was therefore committed to 


Caſtlebar gaol, a fellow priſoner with George Rabe, 


with whom an intimacy enſued; and as the' ſhip 


with her guns and ſtores were condemned to be 
fold, Mr. Fitzgerald; with an eye to furutity, eom- 


miſſioned his agents to make a purchaſe of the guns 
and ammunition, under pretence of their being | 
5 the uſe of che volunteers. | 
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This circumſtance accounts for his being after- 
8 wards enabled to erect ſo formidable a batte ry, as 
even to alarm Government, and oblige them to 
0 2 fend a an armed force againſt him. 


5 al W 's Fitzgerald 3 his freedom 
from Caſtlebar, has never perfectly been explained 3 
| though it it has generally been ſuppoſed that the a 
locks of the Iriſn gaols are not more irreſiſtible to 
3 + the ſtrength of a golden key, than thoſe of other 
parts of the world. Soon aſter his eſcape he ap- 
peared at Rockfield, which his partizans had till 
Re maintained the poſſeſſion of for their chieſtain; 
and which he fortified in a very able manner ; 

ne a formidable battery, conſiſting of the iron 

he had purchaſed of the ſnip-maſter. 

The battery was erected on an artificial mount, on 

Which un planted a grove of trees, ſituated about 

one hundred yards from the high road, and the 

- fame diſtance from the gate of the avenue which 

n n-houſe bets: Tra 


0 
An eſcape from priſon is, by the law of 1 


deemed a capital felony ; and in conſequence, : 


proclamations and rewards were iſſued by the 
Sheriff of the county for apprehending him; and 
even a train of artillery was ordered from Dublin 


to diſlodge him from his fortifications; but ſo con- 


fident did he ſeem of the ſtrength of his works, 
the weight of his guns, the zeal of his partizans, 


and the exhauſtleſs ſtores of his ammunition, that 
be ſet them all at defiance, He even took the ſaſhes | 


out of the windows of his houſe, and put conn: 
| blunderbulſcs, &c. in their ſtead, | 


on Fridy, the 21 ry of Sn 1783, c 
Prench, Eſq ; marched with 200 deſperate fellows 
from the county of Galway, and was within two 
miles of the works at Rockfield, | on the Sn © 


night, On Sunday morning they appeared to _ 


Fitzgerald, who ſaluted them with a volley of ſix- 
Pounders; this ſudden attack obliged them to re- 
treat precipitately. In the evening they ſet out 
for Clare, in their way home, when the garriſon 
fallied forth and attacked French's rear- guard vi 
the baggage, conſiſting of . ammunition, 

DO | &, 


- 


— 


2 5 


5 
RE 


99 8 36 * 
a . nich they took, with eleven priſoners ; the 
; Ponton, they diſtributed, but deſtroyed the am- 


munition; A few of French's rear guard eſcaping, 
Naben came up with the main body, at Clare, and 
informed them what happened, on which a detach- 
ment immediately returned, and engaged the 
SGovernor's men, who fought for ſome time with. | 
great reſdlution. Fitzgerald's horſe failing, he dif. 
mounted one of French's men, and rode off. In a 
ſew minutes after Mr. French, with another rein- 
forcement, came up and took ſeven of Fitzgerald's 


i men priſoners, with the baggage, carts and horſes, 
0 Wa two EDT the rener were conducted 5 


10 e 


The 8 Mr. French, ving joined: . a 


bun party of Volunteers, they took eight of them 
8 225 e them in * 


22 


io 3 


traordinary and outrageous en 
ing, incenſed the reſpectable families to which he 


3 | ads connected ;. his relations, very juſtly gave him 
ups oye cen to TO: _Y We in moſt 
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C N 
ſincerely wiſhing him i in the bands of that juſtice 
he had ſo often offended. vu) O06 | 


Indeed, finding himſelf unable longer to reſiſt 
the united forces that were ſent againſt him, he 


and his partizans quitted the fortifications, carrying! 
with them every article in their power, and render- 


ing what they left behind as uſeleſs as poſſible; 


The houſe at - Rockfield was- alſo ſet fire to, and 
conſumed. 


9 * = _ ; 8 
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The cannon, it is ſaid, were ſpiked up, and 
wooden ones mounted in their ſtead; by way of 


deception, while he, on the 3d of October, de- 


camped to Killala, with his father ftill in his cuſ- 


tody: his brother Charles ' Lionel Fitzgerald, at te 


head of the Caſtlebar Volunteers, immediately pur- 


ſued him, in hopes of reſcuing his parent; but the 


other being accompanied by his banditti, and 


joined by a large party at Killala, and by numeroug 


| others from the county of Sligo, formed too power- 85 
ful and deſperate a. body far his brother Charles and 

friends to attack with any hopes of ſucceſs. But. _ 
on the waer .. a * mn = 


. fre | the Mayo "WER, of Volunteers went to rein 
; e thoſe of Caſtlebar, and at the ame time the 
King's s barge was ſtationed off Killala to prevent 
1 © the eſeape by fea of this lawleſs inſurgent. A re- 
3) | 46 Port prev led on the ſame night that Fitzgerald 
+» had * to ſea, but was obliged to reland, from 
5 0 ſpection of the King's barge, and there 
„ beg no een of eſcaping that way, he made 
"a ſnparkion into the back ſexlements of * 
Colonel o. with the Croſſmalina Corp of ; 
Volunteers, having two _ of cannon, marched 
| Inmetaly aier A « 
„. ds — erh 
refuge from the purſuit of the Mayo Volunteers, in 
Tireragh, in che county of Sligo, whither he con- 
veyed his father: on intelligence of which the 
Right Hon. Owen Wynne, immediately marched 
_ ith a detachment of his regiment of Royal Sligo 
Volunteers, and continued a cloſe purſuit for three 
- Bays ; but, on. the 4th, Fitzgerald having intelli- 
1 - 08] _ 0 . 
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which his father eould be ſent away, cut off by the 
intelligence of this gentleman, he, in order to ſave 
himſelf, delivered up the old gentleman to Sir 
Malby Crofton, Bart. who carried him ſafe and well 
to Mr. .}/y1n ; happy indeed at his liberation, and 


grateful to the gentlemen and troops who effected 
it, and to whom the public thanks were certainly 


due, for their ſpirit, alacrity, and judicious conduct. 


It is ſuppoſed Fitzgerald himſelf effected his eſcape 


by a boat, as every other paſs of that extenſive 
country, intrenched with . was effectual- 


Iy Cy 
l ; 


On the 17th of October, Mr. Fitzgerald had the 


| e to return to Dublin, and ſcarcely took 


any pains to conceal himſelf; —he was, conſequent- 
ly ſoon diſcovered and traced. Town-major Hel} 


having got intelligence of him, took itwelve of the 


| Ligonier troops from the caſtle-guard, and.' found 
him in-College-green, about half paſt ten, walking 
about in a careleſs indifferent manner. He di 
not make any refiſtance, but immediately gave up 


his Tward. Indeed. he pol that he had 
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# » ; - > 2's . 
* ; 


«Ks 


(4) 
urpole of ſurrendering 


to Dublin for the 
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A proclamation had been ſigned and iſſed only 


the day before, offering a reward of 300l. to any 


7 Jn char would ſeize his — him in 


186 ot: his AG mm 
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5 25 21 rom cle time af f Mr Fitageralt's ining Alen 


he was confined in the officer s room at the Caſtle 
guard - houſe, while proper meaſures were taken to 
| proſecute him tor his various violations and con- 


tempts of the laws of his country. No preſſure of 


misfortune, howevet,/ appeared to operate upon his 
ſpirits: the romantic ideas of the Herveys ſeemed 


to be blended with che extravagance of the Hlz- 


gerade and he only ſhrugged up his ſhoulders 
Aike Charles of Sweden, when he.comforted himſelf 
Vith the reflection, that he had loſt a glorious op- 
portunity of holding out _ yr n, 1088 

ae, 1650 


The ſingularity of 1 Mr. Firageralt' TIO 
diffuſed itſelf o thoſe e who claimed the Baer of a 
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wa acquaintance. , As a proof of this, we need 0 

only adduce the caſe of Mr. Fenton, who, being 
arm in arm with him when he was apprehended i in * 
Colledge- green, ſhared his fate in being ordered to 


the ſame priſon: no proofs of any gullt having 
the next morning appeared againſt him, he was 
diſcharged; upon which he thought proper to 
write MT net a note to the a effect: 


3 cr 5114 8 | 

« Delpairig of obtaining any fati faction from 

« you; for the illiberal treatment I received from 

you, I defire you will meet me with afriend, atthe 
« Fifteen Acres, at five o lock to morrow-eyenings 

hen the Lord have mercy on your ſoul,” as Ie 

4 1 mall receive none from 


Mrenazr, Fexron,” 


in conſequence, A ſpeci 1 


on ide warrant, which eadered his viſit, aol -* 
FFD „ longer 


bY Aale being ied by. Majes = 
-Y, and examinations lodged 
warrant was iſſued; and 
Mr. Fenton having gone to the NW: in 
5 viſit his friend, the under Keeper a 
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* "$I than he ſuſpetted. In a few Howes afier, 
f keln informations were lodged againſt him as an 


$ 


8 * accomplice of Captain Fitzgerald, in his Mays 
|, Quixotifm, and he remained to ſtand his trial a8. 
e. x | £0 


N 


Mr. Fenton! | . afterwards tried upon the charge 


of ſending the challenge to Major Hall, on account 
of being apprehended with Mr. Fitzgerald. It 
appeared in evidence, that the paper was left at 
Daley's Chocolate-houſe, and was written by ſome 


incendiary, no proof whatever appearing that it was 
Mr. Fenton's hand-writing, or that he was any 


way concerned in ſending or fabricating the 


ſame. The jury, therefore, without going from 
the box, e him. i ior » 


SH a "AR proof that Mr. Fitzgerald's fin. 
gularities have not been confined to his own conduct 
and actions, but have been equally manifeſted 


in the choice of his friends; among the moſt 


wiſhed" of them muſt be placed that very 
curious perſonage Mr. Timothy Brecknock; to whoſe 
[ny alliſtance car Ratert was ſo much in- 
8 | = 5 es debted 


1 


debted during the paper- warfare that aroſe from | 
1 0 ö 
the Vauxhall affray, and afterwards in the ſimilar. | 
diſpure with Walker. ' + N a 5 | | 
— / ; FEN 4 N | | | | . 0 
Little is ain of this gentleman's origin {— þ 


his firſt appearance in England, was as an attorney, 

in the Temple; and an occaſional writer for 
the public papers, chiefly the Gazetteer: the 
following anecdotes of him, ſeem written by no 
unfriendly hand. 


Mr. Brecknock is the celebrated gentleman of 

that name, who is well known in the republic of 

letters; and who, ſome years ago, figured in the 
political controverſions that were carried on in the 

Gazetteer during the life-time of Mr. Charles Say. 

Mr. Brecknock alſo rendered himſelf very remarkable 

and popular, a few years ſince, by going into the. 
court of King's Bench, and perſonally informing 

againſt the udges of that court for wearing cambricks. 

On this extraordinary occaſion, Lord Mansfield faid 


it 


| to Mr. Brecknock, * how will you prove that we wear 
. cambrick ?” © My Lord,” ſaid Brecknock, *1 have 5 


2 « {worn it, and it now remains with your Lords 
r - |S „r. 
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e. to prove che contrury.· The court, how. 
ever, finding themſelves not ſufficiently learned to 
overthrow Brecknock's arguments, paid him the 


2 fine without inveſtigating the matter further. By 
tis notable action, Brechact created great di- 


verſion in the Hall, at the expence of the Judges, 


and obtained great erecdit with the people in 


4621 PL 2% 6 ** % "#3 4 
— 338 . we 
9 
* R 
1 1 ra 
* © x my 


* —— * 
* a 


4+ 4 % © 3 en 6 


ce On: hes coking: he alſo ewe great 


10 eleverneſs.— By ſome means Brecknock. found out, 
that an eſtate belonging to the late Cardinal Wolſey 
fore advertiſed in the news papers, both at home 
and abroad deſiring the heirs of the Cardinal 10 
apply to him, as be coul eee e by 
| greatly to their” advantage. This proceeding ſs 
alarmed the perſon” in poſſeſſion. of the eſtate, 
tat to ſtop che advertiſements,” Brecknock, it is 


ſuppoſed, was quieted by a ſum of money.— This 
eccentric genious is now OE to Mr. _' 
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It waits to:be determined how far his cleonjgh | 
will extricate himſelf and eee their 
1 5 fi i 4 
en 191g fl. ici $ DIG. I 

e eee — M8 
2 he has long entertained aiconceit that he 
has diſcovered the ſecret of -preſerving 'life fon 


ſeveral hundred years, though his preſent ſituation 
makes the efficacy of his noſtrumof immortality 


rather apocryphal. On every good Friday he 


has himſelf regularly bled into a bowl;; and then 


Mallovs e as a fort of ſacrifice. * „ Ow 
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conſiderable tine until the adminiſtration of Lord 
Temple. His excelleney granted him a pardon, 
on condition that Mr. Fitzgerald would never, from 
thenceforth, either accept of, or ſend a challenge 


to fight a duel, and that he rasen his word 
of honor for eee eee, 30; fen 


— 
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Mr. Fi ts ot did not continue aa; in this 


4 


peaceable fituation, for he was preſently after his 
enlargement 3 in a contels, in which, pro- 
bably 


* 5 N y 5 for the fitſt time, he was not the aggreſſor. 
This circumſtance; being related in a pamphlet, 

| publiſhed lately, in defence of Mr. Fitzgerald's 
character, and apparently with greater impartiality | 
chan any other part of the work, which is ſuppoſed 

ebe the production of Mr. a we. ſhall | 

© gives inthewriter's eons. 

- ; Boy isi ef a 53115 11 
* "Arche trial of MrFitzgeraldfor 10 riot before= 
aoned, Mr. Martin was of counſel for the pro- 
= ſecition,. and. in his pleading, . threw. out ſome 
Hh. very ſevere reflections againſt. the priſoner, and 
|: alfo againſt the priſoner's father; in drawing the 
F 5 Ae however, between the characters of 
| he father and the ſon, he concluded, that . 
Kale was ye nn pantie. ; 
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1 Mr. Ragna, i in return, W wks + 
p 1 | he made his defence, to retort on Mr. Martin, with * 
ſuch pointed ſeverity, that the Barriſter inſinuated 
he would reſent 1 itat a proper 1. f 
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« As ſoon therefore as Mr. Fitzgerald was diſcharged F 
from his impriſonment in Dublin, by Lord Te emple, 
Mr. Martin ſent Mr. Lefter —_ a chal to 


bim. 


«Mr. Fitzgerald, on receiving the meſſage, aſked : 
Mr. Lzfer if he had not heard the injunction laid 
on him by Lord Temple. © Lefter replied, he had 
heard of ſuch a thing, but knew not if it was true; | . 
and if it was true, did not imagine he, (Mr. R. 
gerald) would avail himſelf of "_ a i 


wy mp” 
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N r. , Naga EE ſecured the written nies 


ent by My. Martin, ſafe in bis pocket, was deter- 
mined to inflict inſtant puniſhment on the unfor- | 
tunate | Lofler—in' doing which, it muſt be ac, 


knowledged, * itzgerald. afted SIRE his Lee: cons 
ene | : | Wt 2 KP", OLI 


*% 


« Secing a very brilliant ring on Mr. Tefter's | 
finger, Mr. Fitzgerald faid to him—« I think Sir; 
you have a very. fine ring on your finger.” Leſter, 


| very wan, took the . from his finger, 
; which, 
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bus, era. tee fa on the! door; and, cuing 
as foot on it, he cruſhed this kr ler to atoms. 
Mr. Fitzgerald then picked up the ſhattered contents, 
with more than ordinary attention put the ſtones 


1 andrgold mto a piece of paper twiſting them up, 
and put them into Leſter's pocket, with the follow- 
5 ing Jeuitical addreſs —*< Perhaps, Sir, you will 


fay.Irobbed you-—but you ſee I have not. After 
this; he opened: the parlour door, and deſired the 


ſervant to bring him his crab, meaning his walking- 
tick, When the crab was brought to him, he 


4 began a moſt violent aſſault upon Mr. Lſter, and - 
ſio derterouſiy did he brandiſh his cu6/fich, int he 
= made poor L/ftr both ſare and bloody; and in this 

ben frightful condition, turned bim headlong out 


of his houſe, to be. che laughing: ſtock af the po- 
pulack, Who, by this time, un n the a 
8 in - ca numbers. - 


9 3 Nr. Dann dings immedi- 


ay vent to he bouſe of Judge Henbſhte whom, 


an information for an be abe. 
was immediately Amed to n. Mr. Firegeraid bec 


tore the Judge. Tu dar 


When the gentleman appeared there, the Judge 
was going to commit him; upon which Mr: Fs. 
gerald took from his pocket the written meſſage 0 
which Mr. Lzfter had brought to him from Mr. 


Martin. This paper he ſhewed to Mr. Hen; and 
when the Judge had read it, he ſuſpended the 
mine againſt Mr. F itzgerald, and immediately 


committed poor Lifter to Newpate, for having 


brought Mr. W a OI from Mr. 


Martin. PASSED 1 27 * 8 iS. 20. 


cen Leſer's arrival at hs priſon, he was be⸗ | 
come fo horrid a ſpectacle, that he appeared to be 


4 mueh.- fitter i for an 1 than A gaol, ' 
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_— next ay) the cab gave bail to aps | 
Pear it che quarter-ſefſions—but the affair, I believe 


— en for I never heard any ting 
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The laſt unhappy. conteſt in which Mr. Hix- 
ee was engaged, having been attended with 
circumſtances of ſo fatal a nature, as to plunge 5 
dimſelf, his adherents, and a number of his anta- 
goniſts, into a ſituation from which they were re-. 
moved only to the laſt ſcence of their exiſtence, 
we ſhall endeavour to relate the events which gave 
nie to it, with the ſtricteſt impartiality, and ſteer 
a candid courſe between the accounts which haye 
| been publiſhed by friends and enemies, 


Tb. particular. branch. of the linen TIDY 
Had: been eſtabliſhed by Mr. Fitagerald on his 

˖ te, which was increaſing very much — tis to 
"be lamented that objects of this nature did not 


5 wholly engroſs his attention, which would have 


produced much, emolument to himſelf, and diffuſed 


induſtry, comfort, and happineſs to thoſe around 


him, inſtead of being, by a violation of the laws, 


2 rendered a neceſſar acrifice to their juſtice. 
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In May, 1585, , Mr. Arbuthnot, who was inſpec- 
tor-general of the linen- trade for the province of 
Connaught, waited on Mr. Fitzgerald, to requeſt 
his aſſiſtance in executing a number of warrants 
that were to be ſerved on people in the neighbour-" 


| hood, charged with defrauds in that branch of 
manufacture. 2 


Mr. Fitzgerald readily coviſerned:1 to give every 
 affiſtance in his power, and having perſonally 
aſſiſted Mr. Arhuhnot in apprehending one of the 
inhabitants of Caſlebur, the whole town became his 
implacable enemies; for they could not foreſee 
whoſe turn it would next be to be apprehended, 
nor where the effects of theſe warrants would end. 
2 now became neceſſary to prevent Mr. Htæ- 
gerald from being one of the Grand- jury at the 
> next enſuing aſſizes. The firſt ſtep taken by 
them to effect this, as Mr.  Brecknock aſſerts, ; 
was that of robbing a car of his, in which - - 
: wean} valuable articles to a great amount. Y 
Warrants were ene odds hoon to ap- 
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I 0 conte mptible actions of reſentment being 
mern by the people of (uſtlebar, ſuch as commit 
e little depredations upon his land, and one 
day ſhooting his favorite ſetting- dog, warrants 
were ſoon alſo granted far apprehending theſe 
mens which ſtill more enraged the town of Caſtle- 
bar againſt Mr. Fitzgerald. conſequently he muſt 
either be taken out of the way, or they themſelves 
5 muſt undergo their trials at the following aſſizes. | 
| Top prevent Mr. Fitzgerald. from being pos the 
Grand Jury, being ſtill the principal point they 1 
d bring about ; the next ſtept they took was, to 
2 | 5 commence an action againſt him for firing a bir. 
tol at che late Mr. M*Donnell, as he was riding, by 
' Fitzge rald s houſe. The charge was likewiſe againſt 
fix other perſons inthe houſe, as acceſſaries, againſt 
95 all of whom warrants were iſſued, and according- 
n at the then enſuing affize, they were all in- 
dicbec. Ai e ie 571 . 
A Mr. Fitzgerald: ſtood his trial withaut ſo much 
as one evidence to prove. that neither he, nor any 
dee had fired any piſtol. But the 


arication of the: witneſſes Plainiy demo nftrated 
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the malace of the proſecution, and: * * di- 


rected the jury to bring in a virdict of ane 5 
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The  difſeations Henne Mr. Fitzgerald, on Nu” 
one hand, and the tenantry of his father, with the” 
people of Caftlcbar, on the other; continued to in. 
creaſe, and mutual injuries were ſuſtained, till the 
unhappy accident, the preliminaries of which have 
been juſt ſtated, and the conſequences we are now 
to relate. n 


1 * 


Some time abies FRY | beginning, of F W 
1786, Mr. M*Domell was again attacked and 
vwounded, as he, was going to his houſe; and 

| which he made. ach, was done byn party of Fi iz 
geralds 8. men, under the direction of their maſter, 
Theſe men were accordingly apprehended, in con- 
3 of adyertiſements iſſued by many gentle- | 
men of the town and neighbourhood of Caftlebar, 
who affered a conſiderable. reward, being anxious, 5 
if poſſible, to free the country from ſi uch unhappy vs 15 
aitkurbances. ; On their being taken, Fitzgerald + of 
88 bail for wem; notwithſtanding which, is is 1 0 F 
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* ll, as a magiſtrate, - committed one 


on oft them; but he was: releaſed by another magiſtrate; 
24 upon which, M «Donnell confined: him in a private 
- houſe, for the ſpace of eighteen days: after he was 
TY Enlarged from this confinement, he declared, upon 
f : oath, that M*Donnell offered him three hundred | 


pounds if he would ſwear that Mr. Fitzgerald had 
ordered, or directed, or counſelled a, to Hoot | 
* ag ſaid M*Damell. $6 5 

After the circumſtance of being fired at, Mr. 
NM Donnell kept much on his guard, as he received 
wan) informations, that ſeveral” parties of Fa- 
gerald's men were” looking out for him, with an 
avowed determination to deſtroy him. Mr. ö 
N Donnell went, for the greater ſecurity, to the 
houſe of a Mr. Martin, in the neighbourhood of 
 Cafllebar, in company of Mr. Gallagher of that wn, 
and another pine, Mr. Hipfon. | 
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Mr. Fitzgerdld having received this intelligence, 
| Immediately granted warrants for apprehending 


1 above 9 — — the border for having 
55 * 
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E 5 
falſely. impriſoned Mr. Fitzgerald's ſervant ;. und 
the two latter for having ſhot at, and killed: bis 
favourite ſetring dog, before his own. door. 25 230 
Mr. Fitzgerald $ | head-conſtable, was diſpatched 
to execute thoſe warrants, together with eight of 
of his aſſiſtants, who not being thought ſufficient 
for the purpoſe o of ſeizing M*Donnell and his friend, | 
who. were doubtleſs upon their guard, Mr. Fitz- 


gerald, himſelf, with a very numerous party, of his 
tenants, followed, to their ald. 


4 k * 
0 245 


| The houſe 1 5 M. Donnell and 885 friends now 
were, is ſituated about a mile from  Turlough, 
where Ae reſided; the former party had 
not long been there, before che houſe was ſur. 
rounded by | the adherents of the latter gentleman l 
Mr. M *Donyell, ſeeing the bandirti approach, 
made h his eſcape to Ballivary, a village contiguous. 
In the x mean time, his friends, having exerted all 
os for their ſelf-preſeration, and after having 
expended 1 their! little ammunition, 5 and ſlightly 


wounded ſix or ſeven of the. conſtable s aſſiſtants, . 
ſurrendered themſelves priſoners. 
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1 86) 
The ino broke into M<Dinnelt's houſe, 
oke and deſtroyed every thing, and took away 
ſeveral ſtand of arms; not finding their prey, they, 
under the command of Mr. Fitzgerald, broke into, 
| aid fearched feveral houſes; at length, they came 
ti the houfe where Mr. M"Donnell and Mr.Gatlagher, 
one of his friends had taken refuge, and on finding 
| the door was ſecured, they fired ſeveral balls 
. through the windows and doors, into the houſe. 
"I : The number of men in arms is fuppoſed © to be, 
+ at leaſt one hundred. At length having forced 
into the houſe, they made Mr, M Donnell, Gallagher, 
1 and Hipſon priſoners; ; and 2 one of Mr. Fitz- 
- bes 3 party, 3m a warrant, , which * had 
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The untortunate M 2 and the gentlemen # 
_ begged of Mr. E tzgerald to bring them before Sir 

N b Yonnel, but in vain; they were tiedand drag- 
Y ged to Mr. Fitzgerald's own houſe, in  Turlough, 
=o where they continued all night. Gallagher, one of 

| the priſoners, firting 3 in a window, overhead Mr. 
- 8 2 * uttered ſome very” tu ſpicious Os | 
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They were, between five and ſix o clock i in che 
evening, conducted to Mr. Fitzgerald' s houſe, when 
an expreſs was -immediately ſent off to the neareſt 
magiſtrate, with orders, that if he ſhould decline 
coming to the charge of the priſoners, then to 
proceed with all diligence to another magiſtrate, 
about eighteen miles diſtant, who had granted 
two of the ſaid warrants. About one o'clock the 
next morning, the expreſs returned, with reaſonable 
excuſes from each of the ſaid magiſtrates, friends of 
Fitzgerald's, for not coming to Turlough. Early 
the fame morning, the conſtable, with eighteen 
or twenty aſſiſtants, ſet off with his three priſoners, _ 
in order to conduct them, as was alledged, to 
another . about ten miles dia. 
Out of reſpect to the an on which Mr. 
. Donnell bore as a magiſtrate, and on account of 


the wound he had received ſome time before, when _ 


fired at by a party of Fitzgerald's men, out of an 
old houſe, ini which they were concealed, he was 
permitted to ride his own horſe, and excellently | 
= ell mounted he was though at che fame time, 
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one WI the ruffian's held the reins of his horſe's 
—— and . were tied together, 5 


1 


Hi th. — . up deter Fitzgerald's. -dook; 
M Donnell aſked him where they were to go? and 


vas told by Mr. Fitzgerald that the conſtable had his 
1 directions, and would act accordingly; they now. 


marched thoſe unfortunate men, to a ſcene the moſt 


| ſhocking and villainous ever heard of inany country. 
When they got about three quarters of a mile from 


Turlough, a ſhot was fired from the rear, which 


wounded one of the ruffians, on which there was a 


general cry of a reſcue—a reſcue, and immedi- 
ately ſeveral ſhots were fired at the priſoners ;— 

| Pies, who was tied to Gallagher, was ſhot dead | 
on the ſpot, and Gallagher received three balls 

ehroveh his right arm. Hipfon falling, pulled 
* Gallagher into a ditch, where, although the cords 

were broke, he lay for ſome time. M Donnell, by 
the ſame volley, had both his arms broke, and his 
horſe taking fright, made off, but received ſeveral 


| "ſhots from behind ditches and walls, and was at 


length overtaken by one of the banditti, who fired 
| feycral ew! into his head, of which he immediately 
| expired. 


n 
expired. They chen returned to where Hiꝑſon lay, 


and finding Gallagher was not dead, and had ſtole 
away, they followed him, and found him hid under 
a buſh ; ſome were for immediately putting him to 
death, but were over-ruled by others, who brought 
him back to Mr. Fitzgerald's houſe, where he Was 
kept priſoner, until the Rev. Tnomas Elliſon went 
from Caſflebar to demand him. In the mean time, 
Mr. Fitægerald, when taken in his own houſe, was 
diſcovered by J. Gallagher, in a cheſt, covered with 
blankets, where this mighty hero had taken refuge. 
He certainly would have fallen a ſacrifice to the juſt 
fury of an enraged people, had it not been for 
Lieutenant Danie!, and a party of the 3d horſe, who 
took him under protection. 

. = Being now ſecured in the public gaol, it was not 
imagined that any perſon would act with ſuch im- 
propriety, as to attempt, in that ſituation, to pur- 
ſue their reſentment, or contrive an aſſaſſination. | 
Yet it appears, that about eleven o'clock on Tueſ- 
day night (on t that day he was lodged in gaol) the 
gaol door was opened by ſix gentlemen, who knock- 
ed Gown Mr. Clark, the Sub-ſheriff, the r 
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has ſworn poſitively againſt Doctor M 
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one of the centinels ; they fired five hots at Mr. 


_ Fitzgerald, one of which took place in his thigh; 
he received ſeveral wounds of ſmall ſwords, one 


of which broke i in his right arm; they then took a 
Yaſs candleſtick, with which they battered his 


head in a maſt ſhocking manner, and thinking him 


dead, they left the gaol; however, Mr. Fitzgerald 


bre, * nis PIER wy his uſual en- 
' thuſiaſm — in this unparalleled act of violence, 


ſays he, one a the aſſaſſins preſented a piſtol at me, 
it went off, and I received the whole contents of the 
diſcharge upon my left arm, juſt above the elbow, 
= but it gave me no other ſenſation of pain, than 
= what I ſhould have felt, had a ſmall half-ſpent 
tennis ball been ſtricken againſt my elbow. It 


« inſtantly occurred to my idea, that the Angel of God 
had interpoſed between meand the piſtol; and dead- 


| ned. the force of the charge, juſt enough for me to 
|. feelit, for the ſpecial purpoſe of my acknowledging. 
* 5 the divine intermediation and protection; accord- 
* | ingly, 1 e threw en upon my knees in 


fervent 


Meſſrs. 5 


4 


CEP} 

fervent devotion to God, through my Mediator - 
Jeſus Chriſt, and I remained in that poſition the 
whole time they were butchering my companion; 
but (marvellous io relate, ) | not one ſhot more Was 
aimed at me, nor did 1 ane enn 2 | 


# 
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The people of Caſtlebar having received: ; 
the inteligence of Mr. M Donnellis aſſaſſination, . 
armed themſelves, and procuring military aſ- 
ſiſtance, immediately went i down to Turlough, 
where they attacked Fitzgerald's houſe; and as the 
fury of an incenſed populace is ſeldom to be! In- 
fluenced by the power even of magiſtracy, their 
outrages were doubtleſs carried to an extreme. 
Brecknock Nays, they began firing at the windows, 
doors, and every other part of the houſe, ſmaſhing S 
every. pain of glaſs into ſhivers ; at laſt forced open 7 
the ſtreet-door, and without warrant, writ, or other 8 
proceſs of laws, the coroner ſeized him and a 
clergyman by the collar, and conducted them down 4 
ſtairs, delivering them into the hands of a per- 3 
ſor who attended the mob, and who, I ſuppoſe 
Aruct with the gravity of my appearnee, conſecrated A. £ 
(as it were) by the well-known | manner of the | fe x 
here lead, which is that of a PRIMITIVE CuRISTIAN; A 


— 


(6) 
: ; een, perhaps, that ſome reſpect was as - 
do a miniſter of the Goſpel, led me and the clergy- 


IK man, by the providence of Cod, through the ſavage - 
F mob unhurt, and delivered us into the hands of a 

magiſtrate at the head of the military detachment, | 
44 WhO were at the diſtance of about three hundred 


| yards from the houſe, yet till in ſight of the out- 
; rages perpetrating by the riotous mob. Mr. Fix- 
I gerald, in eight or ten minutes, was alſo brought 
under the conduct of the coroner, who delivered 


© him up to the magiſtrate ; and then we marched 
oh ; to Caſtlebar, three miles diſtant from T urlou gh, 


2M guarded by the . to the cou * Sol. 5 


| * 7 > 4 On as 5505 of April, ve Chief Baron Eber. 
tun and Mr. Baron Power arrived at Caflebar, and 
the next day proceeded. to the trial of Mr. File 


x emu, and his accomplices, 


'H 6 F< 


Aer os mad 25 had gs Dade, the Chief 
© Baron gave a moſt learned charge to them, which 


I 4 antes by obſerving, that the duty of a Grand Juror 


Ir - Was to imitate the ancient court, which fat in the 5 
= Ark, that thay: might not Pay any rope 0 F 
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88 ; and therefore it was, that Juſtice was ME” ; 
Zlind, not that ſhe might not ſee offences, but that 


ſhe might be perfectly impartial ;—were it other- 
wiſe the mean and the low might be excited to 
oppoſe thoſe laws, which ſeem only to bind them, 


while the great might elude them; and he requeſ- 
ted the jury to ſhew by their impartiality, that the 
feudal tenures have been long aboliſhed, and that the 
titles of Lord and Vaſſal have ceaſed to exiſt. 


The Grand Jury having found bills againſt Mr. 
Fitzgerald, Timothy Brecknock, and the reſt of the 


party for the murder of Mr. Me Donnell, and alſo 


of Mr. Hipſon, 33 judge ordered them to be ar- 5 


rainer. 


* 


Mr. Stanley counſel for Fitzgerald, ſtated, that 


he had a motion to ſubmit to the court ; and went 


on to lay the ill ſtate of Mr. Filzgerald's health be- Gy 


fore them; with his having been plundered by the 


mob, after the accident ;—and though his client 
was not able to procure an afhdavit from a phy- . 
 fician, that his health was o Precarious, or from "LP 


| ſurgeon, that his ſtate was ſo uncertain, that he 
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g no attend; and though be could not kittifelr 
- maake ſuch an affidavit, yet he truſted to be able to 
na before he court ſuch an affidavit, as to the ſtate - 
his i „, as to induce his Lordſhip to poſtpone | 
| thewial. "He alſo ſaid he had to requeſt his Lord- 
fhip.to 80 down to the gaol, to take his affidavit, i 
= from the treatment Mr. Fitzgerald received, he 
| had been confined to his bed, and could not come 
to the court in any other manner. Dr. Boyd de- 
dclared that Mr. Fitzgerald might be brought up | 
© warmly covered, or in his bed, as he alledged chat 
he had no cloaths; that his long laying i in a hori- 
- zontal poſture, had made. it perhaps leſs ſafe. for 


1 


] ; 1 him to come i in any other manner; and that con- 
trary to all patients he had known, who generally 
| deſire to leave their bed, he could not prevail upon 
Mr. F. itzgerald to quit] his, nor could he induce him | 

nimal food, which would have ſpeedily * 
amended the injuries. he had uſtained by: loſs of - 


- The Chief Baron ordered mint to be brought up 
* i 42 105 precautions, in his bed. | 
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(6) „ 


Tune court then adjourned for half an hour, Aſter 
which, Mr. Fitzgerald was brought into court in 
his bed, and laid on the witneſs's table, where he 


was arraigned as being preſent, aiding, aberting, 4 8 


and aſſiſting in the murder of Patrick. Randa! 

1 Donnell, "Eſq. at the Bridge of Kun cara, in he 
Coney of Mayo, on the 21ſt of February laſt; as 
were Timothy Brecknock, Andrew Craig, otherwiſe | : | 


Creaugh, commonly called Scots Andrew, James Foy, 


Willion Fulton, John: Fulton, Jobs Chapman,” and 


Wallis Kelly, for traitorouſly murdering the faid 
Patrick e M Domeell. 


* 


Wh e weden * how will 700 be tried, 


was put, and the Clerk of the Crown deſired them 


as uſual, to anſwer © by God and my country,“ 
Mr. Brecknoc faid, I ſhould chuſe to be tried by 
God, and not by your country. After being re- 


peatedly urged to anſwer in the uſual manner 


che Chief Baron informed him, that if he did not 


anſwer as cuſtomary, he muſt proceed according 


to lav, conſider him. as mite, and paſs ſence 
e r e een b HR 
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669 
. Brecknock ſaid it was impoſſible to be tried 
| oth by God and the country; they were diſtinct 


propoſitions. But being again urged by the Chief 
Baron, he made the uſual anſwer. 


— IM Þ. 4 


ere Robert Fitzgerald and Timoth „ Brecknock 
| then ſeverally held up their hands, and were re- 
* ſpectively arraigned, for provoking, ſtir rring up, 
and procuring the ſeveral perſons named in the in- 
dictment, traiterouſly and feloniouſſy to kill and 
murder Patrick Randel M Donnell, Efq. N 


by 


Mr. Stanley moved to put off : the Hal, ſtating 
the hardſhips under -which his client had la- 
boured ſince his commitment, and produced an 
affidavit, which ſtated, that fince Mr. Fitzgerald's 
-committal, the proſecutor, with ſeveral others in 
arms, broke into the gaol, knocked down the 

centinel, and fired ſeveral ſhots at Mr. Fitz- 
gerald, and gave him many wounds, under which 


1 ee that ſince his committal, his tenants 
had been baniſhed, his lands laid waſte, andhis 
friends and witneſſes intimidated from coming near 
him, by che ey and violence of the proſecutors 

and 
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(6) 
and their friends; that his conſtitution was ſo de- | 
bilitated, by the great effuſion" of blood, that it 
was impoſſible for him to be prepared; that he 
had ſeveral material witneſſes,” whom he named, 
whoſe attendance, he hoped to procure by the next 
aſſizes; and that by the artifice and miſt repreſenta- 
tion of the proſecutor, ſuch a cry had been raiſed 
againſt him, that he could not with ſafety to his 
life, abide his trial at the preſent aſſizes: upon 

| thoſe grounds the trial was poſtponed; but the 
Attorney General gave Mr. F Hzgerald notice to be 
prepared much ſooner than the next aſſizes; where 
upon the Chief Baron, at the deſire of the Attorney 
General, adjourned the commiſſior on to Cont 
1 ch of Jun:; 


| 530 ASE ee 
The concourſe of people which crouded to 
Caſtlebar, in order to hear Mr. Filzge#ald's trial, 


was ſo great, that the Judge, and mäny in court 
around him, were very apprebenſive the court- 
houſe floor would yield 10 ſuch an üncommom 
weight; ; indeed, on the ſecond day an alarm aroſe," 
that the, floor was falling, on Which, never did 
enſue a ſcene of more trepidation TNF confuſion, 
D 8 d K 2 | 


* * 
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| and only chat the priſaners who were then in dhe 
deck rhought they were on the brink of e 
they migbt Kally haue made their eſcape; the 
Judge, Jury, Coungellors, &. were running pro- 
miſeueuſſy here and there: the Judge at laſt got 
into the Jury room: there was no reſpect of perſons, 
many indifferent perſons haying got there before 
— n a3 AE 30ETE 
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» The 3 was FUR 8 to 8 dalle; 
nevertheleſs the court was adjourned for an hour; 


dhe croud was ſuch, that they were fitting on each 


ethers ſhoulders, and tho the guards were numerous 

n at the doors, around the dock, and in the, paſſage 
up to the bench, yet the wy: prevailed by bribes, 
intreaties, &c. 
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The ee 1 umd to he very intent 


fir the proſecution. The xeſt of Filzgerald's party 


1 faid they were ready for theirtrial, but theAttorney 
* General put it off until the time Mr. Fitagerali 
mould be tried: and gave for reaſon, that the trying 
them then would divulge the evidence of the Crown 


oy Fr] r Len, N Counſel pleaded: 


A hard 


48 
hard that the trial of all the reſt hould go on now. 
but the "em gave it in favor of the n 
General. | +4 ts „ K vr 
However atrocious | is the crime with which 
Hitagerald and his party were charged, che firmneſs 
ſnewn by the Attorney General in his declaritions, 
that he would proſecute with every rigour che vio- 
lent aſſaulters aff Fitzgerald in gaol, do him the 

| greateſt honor and credit —Impartiality, indeed, 
and common quſtice to the peace of the kingdom 
demanded ſtrictneſs on this occaſion, to corivince 
tie offenders and the people at large, that the laws 
alone ſhould inflict puniſſiment, on conviction, on 
a culprit; ànd that no perſons are to take ſuch 
e ae out of the hands of Aenne by becom- | E 
| ing a aſſaſſins. CD91, : = 
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| well refual, anch brought into court, t. 
anſwer in che ufual x manner, that he would be tried, | 
by God and his country, aroſe it ſeems froma miſe . 
[og idea, that the” terms were 15 be underiood _ 


4c % @ # 


ee benim by ſore that the pro- * 


1 


(50) 
10 n put to the priſoner previous to his trial, 4 
yas by whom he woug: be tried? which Vicalit 
by God or the oo ry? i. e. by Ordeal, or by 
Jury? For the the trial by Ordeal uſed formerly to 
e called Judicium Dei. But upon indictments, 

| ſince the abolition of Ordeal, there can be no other 

trial but by jury per pais, or by the country; and 
nergfore if the priſoner refuſes to put himſelf, 
- upon. the inqueſt, in the uſual form, that is, to an- 
"fer that he will be tried by God and the country, 
it a Commoger; and if a Peer, by God and his 
i Peers; the indictment, if in treaſon, is taken pro 

| a i  confe: ſb: - and the priſoner, 1 in caſes of felony, is ad- 
+ | judged to ſtand mute, and if. he perſeveres in his 
. 0 ane, ſhall now be convicted; of the _ 5 


* | of cn 10 n 51 16 3U0 HALL 11; 
| it was cle the fune pedantry and error that: 
E Brecknock claimed alfo a jury de mediate ; by which 
Ho Fo appears, as well as his objection to calling Ireland 
EP his Country, that he conſiders himſelf, becauſe an 
I + rn to be a foreigner, as the humanity of” | 
our laws allows an alien to be tried by a jury com- 
Pod of balf foreigners, if ſo many may be found 
in the he place ; which does not (according to a learned 
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J udge) hold in treaſons; aliens being very n 


i 


per Judges of the breach ofillegiance. ; 


* 
4 


Mr. Brecknoct's demand if complied with, would 
occaſion a diſplay of much legal knowledge and 


: argument. Before the Union, though the Cr] 


of Scotland and England were on onè head, 
yet they being conſidered as independent Ling 
ſuch a claim was allowed as matter of right. This 


queſtion would, therefore, naturally involve in it he 


inveſtigation of how far Ireland is to be conſidered 
as an independent kingdom, and ſeems to be of 


more political conſequence to the nation than of 
material 2 — to the . n 5 


Flad Pi rebate to ante in this. ul 


manner to plead guilty or not guilty, he would 
have been conſidered as mute, and judgment would 


have paſſed againſt him.— The judgment of * 


nance for ſtanding mute, was anciently as follows 3 
That the priſoner be remanded to the priſon chant] 
ber, and there be laid on his back, on the bare 
floor, naked, unleſs where decency forbids ; that 


there be paged, on. his body as great a eight, of 
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iron ax he could bear, and more; that he have no 
ſuſtenance, ſave only on the firſt day, three morſely _ 


| draughes of ſtanding water that ſhould be neareſt 
I a priſon door; and in this ſituation this ſhould 
| be alternately his daily diet, till he died, or, as an- 
a judgment ran, till he anſwered. But 
the law now is, that every perſon who being ar- 
raigned for felony or piracy, ſhall ſtand mute, 
not anſwer. directly to the offence, ſhall be convic- 
55 ted of the ſame; and the ſame judgment and exe- 

7 eution (with all their conſequences in every reſpe@?) 

_ tall'be thereupon awarded, as if the perſon had 
| been convicted 2 verdict or r of the 
1 crime. 

But the refuſal of Breckwck to be tried by the 
Fer not a new caſe; for in the ſtate trials, 
there are ſeveral inſtances of ſuch anſwers from 
| prion when brought to-be arraigned at the bar. 
Colonel Lilhurne, and Barebones, two of the thirty- 
nine regicides, exempted from pardon by the act 
bf oblivion paſſed in the firſt parliament that fat 
aer the Reftorazion, when called upon to hold up 

A a 


/ , 


of che worſt bread; and on the ſecond day three 


(43 3 <8 Wi 
kheir hands, « We will not our hands are our pn, 
and we chooſe to keep them down.“ Their ſolli- 
citor having prevailed on them to ſubmit to this, as 
matter of form, they held up their hands. Being 8 


aſked how: they would? be tried? Barebones laid; 5 


« By him, who trieth the reins and the heart 98 
who knoweth che thoughts, and verily will not ſuf- 


fer the-innocent to be puniſhed, nor the guilty 1s 


eſcape.” That will not doj” anſwered the judge: 
you muſt ſay, by God, and my country. Thou 


art a tool of power,” replied Barebones, * and I bes 


lieve, whatever thou mayeſt know of thy country 
or mine, haft nothing to do witli God.“ * Aye; 
but I have ſomething to do with you arpreſint; F 
anſwered the Judge, © and if you refuſe to plead; 
I ſhall order qu immediately to the preſs.” Well. 
what would chou have us ſay?” replied Lum 
e that you will be tried by God and your country.” 


We have already been tried, and ſtand acquitted : 


by him,” ſaid Lilhurne ; © and as for the country, 
they have turned with the times, and are all, or 
pretend to be, ſtout. royaliſts : : Beſides, the parties 5 
are not fit companions to ſit in judgment on a poor 
ſinger,” * Why?” anſwered the Judge; becauſe 

"0 Dm 17 | com- 


4 e act? 


, 5 ons are abi”; ſaid Lilburne. | This ex- 


pteſſion cauſed a loud laugh in court. But being 
again threatened with the preſs, they at length 
3 pleaded not guilty, but poſitively refuſed to be 


tried by the country. We have pleaded to 


the indictment, ſaid they, „by denying guilt, 


which implies an affirmation of i innocence, and we 


know that thou wilt try us according to the eſ⸗ 


tabliſſied profane and ridiculous mode, whether 


we chooſe it or not begin then; we are ready 
to anſwer.” —Several occurrences fell out during 


the trials of theſe unhappy men, who were ſoon 
found guilty of conſpiring, aiding, and aſſiſting 


in the. death of the King, and ordered for exe- 


cution the following week. They perſiſted to 


dhe laſt, chat they had committed no crime, for 


how can he be ON laid hays” who has done 


(6 


n 11 11 


The 3 appointed by . i for 
trying Mr. Fitzgerald, were Lord. Chief Baron 
Zelverton and Baron Medge, who, on the 8th inſtant, 
arrived at Caftlebar, the ſhire town of the county of 
Mayo. 4+ 
It was thought neceſſary by the Attorney General, 

to proceed on the trial of the perſons who had 
forced open the gaol of Caſtlebar, and violently: 
aſſaulted Mr. Fi/zgerald, while under the protection 
of the laws. The court agreed to the propriety of 
Mr. Attorney's requeſt, and-accordingly the following 
5 perſons, viz. Fames Martin, Eſq; Mr. Andrew 


Gallagber, Mr. James Gallagber, Charles Higgins, 1 


* Like Higgins, and Daniel Clarke, were immediately 
arraigned, for having broke open the gaol of Caftle- 
bar, and aſſailting George Robert Filzgerald, Eſq; 

a priſoner in the ſaid Saal, and in the A of WM 
the PO | | 


= 
* 


The a Armani opened the buſineſs. He 5 
baue with much warmth the extent of the offence 


L 2 . for 


0 1 


| : for which the priſoners were arraigned—he in 
5 5 veighed againſt that turbulent ſ pirit, which had 
b 1 5 too long diſgraced many parts of this country, and 
. hoped that the court would that day be enabled to 
futniſh ſuch an example, as would deter ſuch dar- 
0 ing violation of the laws in future, from acts of 
outrage. He then went into an examination of 


his evidence, to eſtabliſh the commiſſion of the 


flat, by the parties abovenamed, to which the 
a court paid very earneſt attention but the evidence 
adduced, was inſufficient to come to any ching near 


© conviction. It appeared that the gaol had been 


forcibly entered inthe evening ; ; that the men who 
entered, were armed with ſwords and piſtols; the 


ceminel who had been on duty at the gaol, was 


exatnined, but declared, that as the tranſaction 
took place in the duſk of the evening, he could not 
2.x aqui ſwear to the perſons of any one named in 
the indictment—of courſe, his evidence was of no 
avail. Even Mr. Filzgerald himſelf could not 
take upon him to ſwear to their identity ; beſides 
the parties were ready to prove an alib; ; but for 
Dog ir-ſeems chere was ——_— a the kri- 
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C7); 
dence adduced could not at all affect them. | me 


Jury then without withdrawing from the box, re- 
rurned thaw verdict—NOT GUILTY. 


Ar half paſt eight the next morning, Mr. Tits 
| gerald was brought to the bar, and given in charge 
to the Jury. He challenged fifteen of them per- 
emptorily ; : and the Right Hon. the Attorney 
General alſo challenged ſuch of the Jury as he was 
informed, ſtood in any degree of relationſhip to 
the deceaſed. An honorable proof of his deſire to | 
have ſubſtantial juſtice adminiſtered, without the 
2 partiality of prejudice, —T he Jury then do 
_ impanelled as follows, 


e Lyndfay, fon, Eſq; ; of Hollymount, F OREMAN, 

Smith Steel, Eſq ; of Foxford, | - - ro 

John Moore, Eſq. 3 

| James Gildea, 3 jun. Eſq Coſtough, Re. : 
James Lynch, Eſq. a | 

John Joyce, Eſq; of Oxford, | 
William Ouſley, Eſq; of Ruſhbrodk, 

James Miller, Eſq; of Meſi port, | 3 

+ -* ©», © Thomis Ormſby, Eſq; of Ba linamore, __ 

{: _ _ Joſeph Lambert, Eſq; of Thur, 

> a William Ellifon, Efq; of Cafttebar., + ” 

1 Kaen Baer Aly; © of Lakeland. EPs 


* * * 2 
* , 
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The uta General then proceeded to open 
- the” caſe, and continued upon his legs à con- 
1 fiderable time, adducing proofs, and ſtating the 
enormity of a crime, which he obſerved was un- 
9 Paralleled—a murder premeditated during the 
ll * courſe of eighteen months, and carried 1 into exe- 
b eution- with a Rong. Fare of SR: 


42 
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64 * 


Nlurder is in Ireland a much more heinous offence 
n the eye of the law, than it is in England ; for 
in the former it has long ſince been by ſtatute made 
1 treaſon; the over- act of this treaſon, which Mr. 
Attorney ſaid he would prove, was not the actual 
firing at, and killing of the deceaſed, but the hiring 
4 ? of others to do that act for him: he ſaid that he 
| > could produce above thirly witneſſes to this effect; 

but in order to ſave the court and j jury a great deal 
of unneceſſary trouble, he would call only tbree; 
one of whom was ſervant to Mr. Fitzgerald, both 
5 before and at the time the murder was committed, i 
and had, at the purſuaſion and inſtigation of his 
; | 5 maſter, become an accomplice 1 in the perpetration | 
of the crime. The teſtimony of this man, who was. 

* by the name of Scots Andrew, he would 


5 ſupport 


ſupport by the evidence of two legal and un- : 
exceptionable witneſſes, 5 James Ferguſon and 
John Brophy. „ e ee e 41 


— / 


The Attorney General then proceeded t to examine | 
he evidence. — The firſt evidence produced, on 
behalf of the Crown, Nat 


— 1 
i — 


Mr. Galagber, one of the parties who had pro- 
videntially eſcaped the morning of the murder of 
AT Donnell and Hipſm, whoſe diſpoſition, as to the ; 
material parts, was of the following purport : That 
Mr. Fitzgerald had laid many plans to deſtroy Mr 
M. Donnell, which had failed, until a ſhot from 
Mr. Fitzgerald 's houſe, that wounded this devoted e 
victim as he paſſed it, ſeemed the prelude of thoſe 1 
 tragical events that ſoon followed ; that for the 
above aſſault, a man had been tried and acquitted 2 


that finding this attempt ſo far ſucceſsful, Mr. Fitz 1 
gerald procured a magiſtrate, a Mr. O*Mealey, to 


take examinations againſt Mr. M*Donnel!, Gallagher, 8 | 
and Hip/on, and prevailed on this unworthy magl= 5 


| ftrate, whoſe commiſſion has ſince been recalled, Dd... 


- grant warrants againft theſe gentlemen—that Mr. ; 
; N. Domell fearing of theſe inen and know- 
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ing 5 belle deſperation of Fitzgerald his 
| gi, quit bis houſe, and came to a in 9 


dhe town of * or ſafety. 


28 That on 1 5 26th of February, Me Domel, 


| (rt and Hipſon, went in company t to M. Dur. 


zell's houſe, in order to give fome directions to his 
* ſervants, about ten o'clock in the forenoon, of 
which Fitzgerald having information, he: ſent a 
ry in. order. to gake them into cuſtody. on the 
ſurreptitious warrant, and before the party had ar- 


med the gentlemen had left the houſe, on their 


retum t town; but finding themſelves purſued, 
took ſhelter in a houſe e on the road, which was 
| ſoon after ſurrounded by the party, Who after 
de ſeveral ſhots into it, at laſt burſt open the 
7 "uk that the witneſs, Callagher, came out and 

- aſked them the reaſon for this attack ? they an- 

3 that they had warrants againſt Mr. M*Don- 


. Hinſon, and himſelf 3 he then deſired them 


to produce che warrants, but they a refuſed ſo te do 
and enquired for Mr. M*Donuell. . Gallagher told 
them he had rode off; having previauſly. taken 
the precaution to conceal him in a heap of malt, 
don whence, however they ſoon TIO him 
out, 


vu 
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out, and 3 hating ſet him on horſeback, as he could 
not walk on account of the wound in his leg he 
had received, as before mentioned, conducted 
him, together with deponent and Mr. FHipſn, 
whom they tied to one another, and brought them 


to Mr. Fitzgerald 's houſe, where they were kept 
until next morning. pretending it was too late 


then to bring them before a magiſtrate. 


5 ö « 4 


„That in 1 morning a 8 was ond to 


conduc them, when deponent heard Fingal 
give directions to Andrew Craig, to be ſure to 
ſecure his priſoners, and if there was a reſcue to 
| ſhoot them. That when they were brought about 
two or three hundred yards from the hauſe, Andrew 
Craig called out to the party, A reſcue : | n 
which a ſhot was fired by one of the rear guard, 
Which killed one of Fizgerald's own men, and 
E wounded three or four. They then fired at hn 
and deponent, who fell as if killed; and afterwards 
followed M Daunell, who from one of the firſt hots 
had been wounded in the nt and his mare taking 
fright, was running off with him; but he was ftop= = 
* at the bridge by a man purpoſely poſted: there 
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to prevent an eſcape, . Andrew Craig coming 
28 fired a hor i into his Ws and killed him. : 


# 
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0 Mr. ue, it appears, TAPER red to eſ— 
| rape while the party were in purſuit. of the two 
_ unfortunate gentlemen who fell facrifices in the 
2 above melancholy tranſaction, but was obſerved by 

tem creeping behind the ſhelter of a buſh. He 
31 ſaid, however, to have ſupplicated for his life, 
| and to have ſoſtened thoſe ſavages ſo far that they 

> agreed to take him to Mr. Fitzgerald's houſe, where 
be was ſoon after reſcued by his friends.) 


. Bc 


— 


From the depoſition of Andrew Craig, who, tho 
by 4 Pital actor in this bloody ſcene, Was, in order to 
| : bring the projector of ſo diabolical a plot to juſtice, : 
85 admitted King's evidence; ; it appeared, that when 
the pretended reſcue was concerted, as an excuſe 
to fire upon the priſoners, only two of the aſſaſſins 
i Were let into the ſcheme, in which it was determin- 
ed, in order to ſave appearences, to ſacrifice ſome 
of his own men in the front, for which purpoſe a 


man was _ behind a wall to 22 at ther. 
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„ 
As ſoon as the evidence on both ſides was cloſed, 
Mr. Fitzgerald addreſſed the court, praying, as it 
was a caſe that affected his life, that he might be 


indulged to ſpeak for himſelf, which being imme- * 
diately granted, he made one of the moſt able de- 


fences, that perhaps ever was heard; he ſpoke for 


three hours, with a ſtrength of imagination, and a 


degree of compoſure, aſtoniſhing indeed, when it 


is conſidered, what the human mind muſt fegh at 


n a criſis. 3 


7 On his Aid Fitzgerald called on ſome wits | 


neſſes to prove that he was not preſent during the 


circumſtance of the murders, or aiding or aſſiſting 
thereat ; but they made no material OW: in his 


wur. * 


| The Chief Baron then gave a moſt excellent 
charge to the Jury; ; who withdrew for ſeven 3-1 


n 


0 minutes, and returned a verdigt—GUILTV. 


* 


$6 


Me Fitagerald w was + chan ordered/ intothe * ö 8 . 


| of the Sheriff, but ſ entence was not pron 
| On bs When the Foreman of the Jury pro- 


1 


„ 12 . nounced 
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5 a 5 
— the word guilty, a ſudteh gloom ow, 
© fpread Mr. Fitzgerald's countenance, which ſeem- 


7 ed unaffected before. After leaving the court, 


s 


14 Nr. , 144+ ms Papa to move an ar- 


15 
5 1 


er the de of a; jury — Mr. Fitz ks 
4 he requeſted to have ſome private confe= 
tence with Mr. Browne, the High Sheriff ; the 
"latter conſented, on condition of having a friend 
preſent. What paſſed on the occaſion did not 
tranſpire: but + but the Sheriff and his friend accom- 
panied him to the priſon, where having walked 3 


4 | / himſelf on a bed and continued lying on his face 


| 1 Vord. 


above three hours and a half, without uttering 4 


ik. igerall Wies very — his ah 
was ſomewhat curious an old thread - bare great "| 

coat on, his head ſhaved, and a clean pocket hand- 

Theerehier tied over it, reſembling an old beggar-man, 
hex He Teemed in good ſpirits, and ee Kg: 
de a8 re was no 50 epprehenũ be of danger. 55 


his room in ſome perturbation, he threw N 
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" BRECKNOCK's TR ai. e 


On Monday. the I 2th of Tanks T -imothy Brel 
Fre was called. upon! his trial, and given in charge 
to the Jury upon two indictments, for conſpiring 
and procuring the death of Patrick Randel M' Donnell, 
and Charles Hipſon. The evidence having fully 


eſtabliſhed the charges in the indictments, the = 


| Jury found him Cuilly. 3 


Aſter Breckneck 8 3 the Chief thang $ 
ordered the Clerk of the Croun to call up for 


'S 2 1 
1 


ſentence, thoſe perſ ons who had been convicted 0 . 


of actually perpeterating the murder, which ſen⸗ 3 1 


tence he then paſſed upon Jabn Fulton and his 
other aſſociates, in the moſt Er and eee 
manner. , | 
or” The, Chief Baron next deſired to know of My 
Stantey, whether he meant to make his promiſed  _ 
motion in arreſt of judgment? but at the ſame 


time, warmly recommended to him, unleſs thers "> 


vas a ſolid ground of objection to the 1 
not to . his e 3s it nault neceſſarily be * 
made 


6 


Fa. withe 3 in Mr. Fitzgerald's 8 preſence, and might 


5 poſſibly derange his feelings, which, he ſaid, he 
was happy to hear, were calm and compoſed. 


Mr. Stanley, on | on conſideration, ; declined to make 


Toa 4 motion i in arreſt of een 


"Mr. Pltagerald was then brou EY up to o the bar 


4. of the court, and the Chief Baron, after a preface, 


F » which drew tears from almoſt all who heard him, 


7 If on the enormity of the crime, paſſed Sentence of 
Ee.” Death upon George Retert Fitzgerald and 7. imathy 


Brecknock, with orders for their exertion on that 
Dodd - | . 1 : 


e 4 3 


Execution of Baecxnock 1 F ITZGERALD» 


Theſe unfortunate 83 being now con- 
ducted to the laſt ſcene of their exiſtence, Fitz- 
au ſeemed at firſt, but a little affected there 


Was a ſettled ſolemnity i in his countenance, which 


appeared to be the reſult of abſolute reſignation. 
At intervals, however, it was eaſy to diſcover, 
ee he did not ap by word or action, 
that 


n . 
that the certain approach of his diſſolution made a 
very deep impreſſion on him ſome people aſſert 
that he ſhed a few tears. He every now and then 
looked round him, and ſeemed to take 2 5 long- | 
ing, lingering look.” —He ſpoke very little, and f 
Prior to his execution, appeared as * engaged in 


prayer. 


Mir. Breckmock's countenance bore ſtrong traits 
of philoſophy and innocence ; he uttered ſome ex- 
preſſions which were thought incoherent by the 
multitude, probably from their being not heard 

diſtinctly; he was firſt turned off, and met his 

fate with a fortitude and en worthy a better | 
cauſe. 


Fitzgerald next mounted the- ladder ; and here © 


all that deſperate courage and temerity, for which 


his whole life had been diſtinguiſhed, ſeemed to 
return; he no longer betrayed the ſmalleſt ſymptom. 5 8 f 


of fear, but plunged himſelf off the ladder; the 


rope broke with the ſudden check, and he got * 25 . 
ſevere ſhock. He now appeared impatient for the.” . 

moment of his | ancibiltion; he roſe upon his feet | 
885 1 wichout I 


eu) 
ce, a the Sheriff to 


- pt Lure a ſtronger rope inſtantly ; a rope was at 
band: it was immediately faſtened round his neck $ | 
be again mounted the ladder—he leaped a ſecond | 
ume and plunged into eternity.——Ir was thought 
from the lightneſs of Mr. Fitzgerald's body, that it 
would be a conſiderable time before breath would 


leave him, but he expired in a very few minutes, 


und in a much ſhorter ſpace wes his kellow ſuf- 
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75 


er the, Can had * PRs uſual time, chav 


Fre cut down, diſmembered, quartered, and their 


| heads diſſevered from their bodies. Their friends 


8 1 bi . * immediatel y after carried their remains away. 


F a 
8 


Thus ended wow life of that man, whoſe horrid | 
ee have made ſuch a noiſe in Ireland 
rde was in poſſeſſion of every accompliſhment 


could ornament the man, and in affluence 


2 to enjoy every bleſſing of nature—but 


all Which were deſtroyed by: A moſt a 
and eee nen. 1 
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. David Sim hen, the II FREE N were | 
ordered for execution on a future day. 
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ADDITIONAL REMARKS. 


As every circumſtance relative to ſo uncommon 
"M character as Mr. Fitzgerald, will excite the cu- 
rxioſity and attention of the public, the Editor of 


theſe Memoirs has been induced to add the follow y to 


ing remarks, which have been communicated by 
different friends. © — 


Ss After Mr. Fitzgerald's Jury had given their vir- a 
dict, and pronounced his guilt from the reſtimony. | 
: adduced on the occaſion, the Chief Baron addreſſed | 


horting him to a proper employment of thoſe few | 
precious moments which lay within his Power. . 

” Mr. Fitzgerald is ſaid to have heard the Baron with 

extreme attention, but when he came to mention 

Monday as che period of his execution, he aflured | 
his Lordſhip: chat Fs * he would not Xt dies on Monday,” 


| him ina moſt eloquent and pathetic manner, ex- 5 1 5 | 
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* (inflating, no doubt, by ſuch a declaration, that 


5 he ſhould perpetrate ſome violence on himſelf.) 
s This produced a farther admonition from the 
Judge, who took occaſion to inform him that he 
was veſted with a power to ſend him to immediate 
* execution, but from motives of the kindeſt intent, 
and to give him opportunitF to reconcile himſelf 
by repentance to an offended Deity, he enlarged 
tze term to the above-mentioned time, on which 
Fx | oy Mr. Fitzgerald again affirmed, » he would not dic 5 
F; A * * EE | 


His Majeſty was applied to, but WET AO Jen : 
to every ſupplication of the few friends who inte- 


* : belle themſelves in the fate of the above unfortu- 


nate gentleman, and had even ſent inſtructions to 


2 - the. Lord Lieutenant, that whenever his ſentence 


Was pronounced, the puniſhment awarded to his 
denen ſhould be executed with prog. 
Elder 1 Lady My — bad ſo little hope 
of the Royal pardon for her ſon, that all the. ſo- 
- licitation the made to her Royal miſtreſs, the 
- Princeſs 205 was, to intercede with his Maj eſty 
for 


8 


K 91 5 mw Wy £ 
for remitting the forfeiture of the family * 


in favour of the Daughter; but it ſeems the eſtate 7 
4 is not forfcirable, and ſo falls into ' the male line. 


The eſtreat of the late George Robert Fitageralis 
effects upon his conviction, goes no further than the 
property of which he had the right of diſpoſal. 
Murder in Ireland is conſidered by the laws, as an 
act of high treaſon; in Great Britain it is not, as | 
was ſome years ago exemplified, in the caſe of Earl | 
Ferrers, who was hanged at Tyburn, for the mur- 1 
der of his ſteward, after which unhappy cataſtrophe, 3 
the heir at law aſſumed the title, and took * . 
ou ion of the wee real as well as enn, | 
A gentleman, in lcd . ed a letter by | 
from a clergyman in London, a particular friend of Ss 1 
Lady M—yF-—d's:—tis written at her requeſt, © 
and is ſaid to be one of the moſt affecting letters 
ever read. She fitſt deſcribes her great affliction 5 
3 in a moſt ſtriking view—then endeavours to awaken 
his guilt, andafterwards exhorts him to repentance. | 
The letter was ſent under cover, with a teque! . = 
that it _ be ſealed and delivered to kink! after. Y 
the trial, | . é! 
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This letter is ' highly ſpoken of—and is ſaid to 

FR Fl th not leſs remarkable for the elegance of ſtyle, 
*F 5 than expreſſive of her warmeſt deteſtation of crimes 
| fo diſgraceful to humanity.—Her object was ſolely 
i 75 to furniſh the means of having a fair and proper 
3 | { trial not to ſcreen from juſtice any, however 
[ 1 ö nearly connected with her, that could be guilty of 
ſuch enormities She declared, that if upon trial, 
the facts ſhould be eſtabliſhed, it was the wiſh : 
\neareſt to her heart, chat the perpetrators ſhould 

| ſuffer that condign puniſhment they ſo truly merited 
4 4 eri intention was to aſſiſt the innocent to pro- 


ect that i innocence—not to ſhield the guilty wretch- 
2 from being made an example; to deter others from 
1 . the commiſſion of crimes that human nature ſhud- 
aer at.—Lady M— further ſaid, that if her ſon 
was found guilty of the heavy charge alledged 
3 him that no ſtep whatſoever ſhould be 
taken on her part, to prevent the execution of the 
bentence of the law. FFF 
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3 agent in 3 had orders to mrs ool.” 
bot if the circumſtances of the caſe required more, 
to add another 100l.— This was the whole that 


bree had, to fee his counſel, &c. 
. A cer- 
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A circumſtance of the moſt ſhocking ai 
came. out on the trial of Mr. Fitzgerald. It ap- 
peared that in the year 1782, he employed a man 
to ſhoot his own brother, who actually way-laid: p 
and diſcharged a piece at him, but happily miſſed 
his aim. The aſſaſſin returned to F itzgerald, told 
him his conſcience would not allow him to purſue 
the act, upon which, Mr. Fitzgerald, to prevent 
diſcovery, ſhot the unhappy wretch, and with the 
aſſiſtance of Scots Andrew, burried him in his 
clòaths. 


In the year 1782, Fitzgerald was tried at Caſtlebar, © 
before the Hon. Mr. Solicitor General Carleton, for 
the falſe impriſonment and cruel treatment given 


to his FATHER, as we have already ſtated, in order "af 


to compel him to make his will in his favor. —It : 
appeared in evidence againſt Fitzgerald, that on the 


firſt onſet of his father's confinement at Rockfield- 


houſe, he was chained to a large block of wood, 
and on his continuing obſtinate.in his refuſal of 
| making ſuch will, he had three of his teeth knocked 


out, and was treated with the utmoſt inhumanity,- = - 


and eruelty however, the father at keys gave 
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1 
himſelf the appearance of being ſatisfied and willing 


 eolcomply with Fitzgerali's s directions, by which 
be procured the means of making his fituation 


known, and ſeveral gentlemen in that part of the 


country interfered and reſcued him. —On theſe in- 
dictments he was convicted, and ſentenced to a 


very long impriſonment, and the +l of a 


very 2277 fine. 

"The fituation of Mr. E- is wife is truly 
| deplorable, and ce rtainly merits compaſſion. It 
was through an exceſs of fondneſs for Mr. K— , 


/ the was induced to marry. him, and that againſt N 


ber father's conſent. 


She! is the only As of Mr. 1 8 who 


be very conſiderable eſtates in the counties 
of * and Roſcommon. . 


*. 


Mr ET was as only tenant for life—his only 
883 by his firſt marriage, is entitled to a for- 


tune of 10,000). he! is now at a boarding-ſchool q 


| inthe Cir of Dublin. 


8 * 


* 2 — 1 
*\ 2 i x * 2 A 4 N 
F * N * « K * * n 7 1 ” * - 
* wy 1 2 " 
: ” A) P 
* * - * 
# n 1 > 
Ir 2 * 2 . 
> : " 
» : 2 # 6 % 
N 3 4 f 
x 7 7 
2 
* . 5 1 Fg Y 
— 7 Rs _ 
b 7 
4 - 
a 5 27 
1 5 ff R y — — 
; D > N 
* 


IS. 


( 95 * „ 


By the l of Mr. F 
Limel F—4d, comes into the poſſeſſion of an 
eſtate of near four thouſand a year, ſubject to a 
ſmall annuity to Lady ., and the above ſum 
of 10,000). to Miſs F——4. 


| Miſs K- is a fine young lady, extremely 
handſome and graceful in her perſon. She is faid, 
| beſides thoſe charms, to be poſſeſſed of a moſt ami- 


able and gentle diſpoſition ; and ſhould her uncle 
die before her without iſſue, it is thought ſhe will 
2 receive a conſiderable augmentation to her fortune. | | 


to execution, but that he had hopes of ſucceſs on 


d, his brother, Cline | 


It is generally imagined, Mr. Kd would 
have found ſome means of ending his life, previous 


his motion in arreſt of judgment; and the ſhort _ 


period allowed between the time of his counſel 


having declined to make it, and the fatal cataſtro- 


phe, gave him no opportunity of _— iy... | 
_ 5 25 | _=_ 
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11 would be ungenerous to paſs over in filence, 1 


Cao 
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"the indefgrigntle induſtry of the Artorney General, . 
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.to. e to condign puniſhment, thoſe perſons who 
broke into Caſtlebar goal; and the ſolicitude ma- 


nifeſted by the Chief Baron and his Colleague, 


un the occaſion. — Every | exertion was made, 


every thing put in train, that could tend to con- 


3 viction, but not with the wiſhed-for effect; all 
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* was eſtabliſhed on the trial was ſimply this, 

— the .gaol. of Caftlebar had been broke open, 
ſeveral perſons armed ruſhed in, who violently 
aſſaulted and wounded the priſoner ; but Who 
were the outrageous tranſgreſſors, not a tittle of 


i a evidence appeared, or was adduced to aſcertain, 
. O chat the different perſons arraigned for the crime, 
EE + were acquitted, but not till after a very long _ 


and full inveſtigation. 
_— 25 is much to be regretted that the Crown: was 
obi iged to receive the evidence of Scots Andrew, — 

the very wretch who deliberately diſpatched. the 


— unfortunate M Donnell. The frequent conteſts 


between the latter gentleman and Fog heated 


each others minds with mutual jealouſly and irre- 825 


cConcileable animoſity. But this deliberate aſſaſſin, 
who even owed. many obligations ro Mr. Dene, 
» could have no enen or excuſe for his conduct, 


* 


nn and banani 


1 be 1 50 ih Tn to 3 very I "= 
"brink .of eternity, all that fantaſtic ridiculous de- 7 ; 
meanour which, diſtinguiſhed, him. through life, 5 
from every concurrent account long ſince de- 5 


. ſerved. OM! PE which he, at length. met. vith. 5 * 


0 97 „ 
which was occafioned folely—by an n infernal W 4 


thirſty diſpoſition, and an inordinate defire of pro- 
curing gain at the expence of every. ſentiment. of- 


$ 


A e * the poor 1 who had hin 
indicted with Fitzgerald, Brecknock, and Fulton, 


very narrowly eſcaped a ſimilar fate. Their hav- 


ing been of the party « concerned in the murders, 
they c did not attempt to deny—this was fully proved 


by Scots Audreto,— happily one of them aſked him 
: whether, he did believe or know that they were in 
any manner privy to the order for the aſſaſſination 


of M Donnell, &c. Scots Andrew heſitated for ſome 
tune, and after a little recollection, declared, that 


Sn cas, a e 
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they only had orders to aſſiſt in conveying M. Don- 1 
nel] and Hip/on to priſon.— They were acquirred . 


1 9 

5: His ids practices in Weſtminſter - were no- 

92 torious. It was not until he had far advanced 
8 in the vale of life that he acquired the affected 
pedantic manner which he was ſo remarkable 


42 forsa in his youthful days, and even when paſt 
the vigour of youth, he was of a quite different 


| diſpoſition. He prided himſelf much upon a 
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knowledge of the tricks and quibbles of the 
Aaw—a ſpecimen | of which he gave on his being | 


indifted for. the crime : for which he fulfered. 


: 4 ay — a portion of cou- 
e but with all the cunning. imaginable; no 


5 | man was more forward to fight, and yet he rarely 


ret” 


Iz * oben a duel, either with ſword or piſtol, in which 


he did not contrive to have ſome advantage over 
nis opponent: againſt the former weapon his 
boa was uſually caſed, his waiſtcoat being lined 
With an elaſtic ſubſtance, as was the caſe when he 
et with Mr. French; and in fighting with 
pits, it was uſual for him to A Oh on one kd, - 


* * 


a0 & his Koa was about to fire, ION SoC 
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choly ay <F the above i- - 
+ Lined man, conveys a awful” and inſtructive 


. 99 JF $9 
leſſon to wetety⸗ Gifted "i many King P 3 
qualifications, poſſeſſed: of fortune, and. the firſt * : 3 
cConnexions in the kingdom, every circumſtance of _ 
Inis ſituation ſeemed calculated to make him re- 
ſpectable, uſeful, and happy ; 3 we cannot, chere- 2 
fore, but lament the depravity which led to the 
abuſe of thoſe bleſſings, and to a miſapplication = 4 
hrough the unbridled in- 0 
| dulgence of paſſions which have converted thong | 
into ſources of misfortune. 


of ſuch acquirements, 


Who that has aulbiltey can ſurvey the run 4 | 
and ignominy of this fallen gehtleman without a 
8 regretting the imperfection of our ſpecies 1 NO 

exhortation can ſpeak more forcibly, or recom- E 
mend in more powerful language, the . 5 
| p_ ; of - governing our tempers from the firſt aſſaults 

= impreſſions of reſentment and revenge, which 
We poiſoning the mind, by chacing humanity, — 
5 nour, and pity from the breaſt, give free acceſs 1 
to thoſe unworthy principles, that debaſe our”. 3 


natures, ang deſtroy our * EP" 1 ineſs, Ke | EE, 5 32 5 Þ * 7 
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